Ben Dyson’s speech
For me there are very powerful resonances between the overall aims of world class commissioning, investing in health gain and the aims of the strategy. And that is why after the strategy was launched the Department of Health linked up with RNIB, with other organisations representing those with sight loss. With a range of eye care professionals and indeed with NHS organisations, to say lets get a group together it is called the Eye Care Strategy Group.
Lets get a group together that can really look at the sorts of practical support, practical advise, tools that we can give to commissioners. So that they can achieve those world class commissioning aims, but specifically in relation to eye health and eye care. And that group has already done some great work, for instance they have produced an equality impact assessment tool, which helps address some of those. Think very, very important issues about the ways in which some of those people most at risk of sight loss are perversely some of those who are least likely to come forward and access services.
What we would now like to do is go a stage further, and briefly what I wanted to take this opportunity to announce, was that what we now are going to do. Working through that group is to bring together a fresh world class commissioning resource pack, a guide for PCT’s and for local authorities. And I think that now is the right time to do this.

About two years ago we did have a commissioning toolkit for the NHS which I think was probably good for its time. But so much has happened since then; I think we are now in a fantastic opportunity to build on the truly superb work, which the UK Vision Strategy has already achieved. To link that as I say to the disciplines and the framework of world class commissioning. To feed into that the evidence you have heard about today, the evidence from international sources about which investments are likely to be most cost effective. And to bring that all together into a new resource for commissioners, that I believe and I hope, will have a strong impact in helping people understand what they can do at local level, to reduce and we hope eliminate avoidable sight loss. 

To provide better care for people who do have sight loss, and to reduce health and inequalities, so watch this space. I am very excited about this work we hope to have that product available in the autumn, I would say, and it will come I hope with the double imprimatur of the world class commissioning framework and the UK Vision Strategy.
