James Woodhead Speech
Instead of just having a kind of dry set of objectives really, is we really wanted to focus the messages of the Leeds Vision Strategy around something real. So we developed the Leeds Vision Charter and this is to say as it says on here ‘if you live in Leeds you should expect’ and there are a number of items on there that you should expect. Whether you are a person living with sight loss or for any member of the population of Leeds. 
Information and prevention and how to contact prevention support services, a piece of work that is starting in Leeds at the moment. In partnership with libraries as well, is targeting the Afro-Caribbean population in Chapeltown in Leeds. Specifically around glaucoma there is some work around awareness raising going on, using the local carnival promoting glaucoma awareness week there. And the libraries have come in as partners to provide us with lots of resources, and buildings to do sight tests and all kinds of interesting things. 
We are continuing the development of community eye care. That means taking some of the services of ophthalmology services, which are only taking place in hospital out into community settings. Into community eye centres at the same time as looking at enhancing the role of optometrists, so that they can carry out some of the work that has traditionally taken place in hospitals in Leeds. And there is also work going on to develop a training accreditation and governance framework to manage that new approach. 
We are very proud to have an eye care liaison and information officer post in Leeds, including the use of information prescriptions within that. There are based with Action for Blind People now, and that is a joint funded post between NHS Leeds and the local authority. 

As far as rapid access to low vision aid and support services is concerned, there is a huge concern in Leeds, as there is around the country about the lack of rehabilitation officers and the difficulty in recruitment and retention. We have gone through a process of training a cohort of assistant occupational therapists, assistant social workers in developing some skills around supporting people with sight loss. And providing rehabilitation we have free swimming now for all over 60’s in Leeds, and we are putting extra resources into support. For example people with sight loss and people with other additional impairments, to access those free swimming sessions, we’ve also got a large PFI bid for extra care housing. Which we are going to ensure is going to be built to a very high specification, in terms of access for people with sight loss.
