Lynne Pezzullo Speech
Our results found that there were 1.8 million people in the UK, who have partial sight and blindness. And that is about 2.9% of the population which is quite a high proportion of the population, 218,000 of those 1.8 million people are blind & AMD causes about half of that blindness.

Glaucoma causes about 17% of the blindness, refractive era on the other hand is the main cause of partial sight loss. It is just going uncorrected nearly two thirds of people who have partial sight or blindness are female, and that is because females have a higher prevalence both in age gender groups. But also there are more females because we live longer, and therefore we continue to live when we have blindness into the old age groups. 
Overall, 3.6% of females have partial sight or blindness and 2.2% of males. Also as we know or as I am sure you are familiar with, partial sight and blindness is strongly correlated with age, increasing from 0.2% of the population in the 0-39 year old age group right up to 53%. So over half of 90 plus year olds have partial sight or blindness and indeed 8% in the 90 plus group are blind 44% having partial sight loss.

The other interesting fact though, is that’s not the age group where most of the people have partial sight and blindness. It is actually in the 85-89 groups where 18% of the total cases occur. Also interestingly ethnicity does affect partial sight and blindness. 96% of people with partial sight and blindness are white, the over represented white people. Because the white ethnic groups live longer and also because the main diseases which cause partial sight and blindness are: refractive era and AMD. And those in fact occur less in people of black or Asian ethnicity, black ethnic groups have reduced risk for refractive era and Asian groups have reduced risk for AMD.
So together refractive era and AMD represent over 70% of the UK partial sight and blindness, and that is why there is that under representation in the black or Asian groups. However that won’t always be the case. What we can see as we get demographic aging going forward, is that we are going to have very rapid growth, in the partial sight and blindness in those minority ethnic groups. 
Cases of white blindness and partial sight will more than double by 2050, increased by 110%. But for black groups the increase will be 178%, for Asian groups there will be a 2.3 fold increase, and for others a 4.9 fold increase between 2010 and 2050. So the numbers of people with partial sight and blindness, is going to more than double, to 4 million people by 2050.  Which will then be 5.2% of the population, so more than 1 in 20 people in the UK will be partially sighted or blind by 2050.  And that means that we are going to have an extra 2.2 million people that will require our services. And that means that is going to be some important need for planning of care services going forward.
