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Welsh language technology for people with sight loss

If you live, work and communicate with others in Welsh then you should know that there’s technology available that means you can live your digital life in Welsh too. 

Windows Devices

Windows and Office

Microsoft have free language packs that can be downloaded so you can view menus, dialog boxes, and supported apps and websites in Welsh. 
Welsh language packs are available for Windows 10, 8.1 and 7. Installation instructions are available on the Windows website: support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/language-packs-for-windows-a5094319-a92d-18de-5b53-1cfc697cfca8#lptabs=win10&ID0EBBD=Windows_10 
Welsh language packs are available for Office 365, 2016, 2013 and 2010. Installation instructions can be found on the Microsoft Office website: support.microsoft.com/en-gb/office/language-accessory-pack-for-office-82ee1236-0f9a-45ee-9c72-05b026ee809f?ui=en-us&rs=en-gb&ad=gb 

Welsh Letter Accents 

Interceptor Solutions have a free program called To Bach that, once installed, will allow you to type Welsh accented characters and symbols. To download the program, and to see the user guide, go to Interceptor Solutions: www.interceptorsolutions.com/tobach 
Welsh Language Spell checker and dictionary - Cysgliad
Cysgliad is a software package that includes the Cysill Welsh-language grammar and spelling checker as well as the Cysgeir collection of dictionaries. A licence for the program is currently free to individuals and you can find out more by visiting Bangor Universities website: www.bangor.ac.uk/canolfanbedwyr/cysgliad.php.en 
Welsh Screen Reader Voices 

If you are a screen reader user and want to read and write or access Welsh language content on your Windows device then you will need a Welsh language voice for your assistive software to use.  

RNIB and the text-to-speech software company IVONA have developed a male and female synthetic voice, thanks to funding from the Welsh Government. RNIB has free licences that can be given to individuals and non profit organisations for personal use. The voices are available in male and female, and in Welsh language and English language Welsh accent versions. If you would like to request a free licence contact the Technology for Life team on 03031239999 or tfl@rnib.org.uk
To hear samples of the voices visit: www.rnib.org.uk/wales-cymru-how-we-can-help/welsh-synthetic-voice
Smartphones, Tablets and Apps

At the moment, neither Apple or Android have Welsh language interfaces and do not have Welsh voices for VoiceOver or TalkBack. 

There are lots of Welsh language apps available for Apple and Android. Here is a link to a great app directory: www.appsinwelsh.com/ 
Apple IOS 

On Apple devices you can set your preferred language to Welsh. When this is selected, if you have any apps installed on your device that offer Welsh Language support, then the Welsh interface will be shown. 

To do this:

· Go to Settings, then General

· Select Language and Region

· Tap Add Language and then select Cymru. 

In the Language and Region setting menu you can order your language preferences. For example, Cymru then English. If an app or content is available in Welsh it will be displayed, rather than the usual default of English. 

Be my eyes 

Be my eyes is an app that connects people with sight loss to a sighted volunteer. The app uses the camera on your device and allows the volunteer to see what the camera sees. When signing up for Be My Eyes you can select Welsh as your preferred language and, if available, you can be connected to a Welsh Speaking volunteer. 

Other Technology 

If you have sight loss, printed material can be difficult to read. There are lots of apps and devices that can scan and read aloud English text and there is one that can read Welsh too. 

The Read Easy Evolve from Vision Aid Technology is a stand-alone reading machine that takes a picture of a Welsh language letter, newspaper or book and will read the text aloud. For more information visit: www.visionaid.co.uk/readeasy-evolve
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