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Campaign Briefing Autumn 09
European and International Campaigning
1. Background

RNIB's remit is to improve the lives of blind and partially sighted people in the UK. However, to achieve change at home we often need to campaign internationally. This is because many laws that affect disabled people in the UK come from the EU, or from other international bodies such as the United Nations. 

How the EU and International Campaigns team do their job very much depends on the issue. On a European directive, the team works with the European Commission, which drafts the proposal, and then with the Council and Parliament which examine it under the "co-decision procedure". This can involve trips to Brussels to meet Commission officials, MEPs and others. It also involves working with the European Disability Forum or the European Blind Union, among others.

We organise events in the UK and Brussels in support of campaigns, and we speak at EU conferences where there is an opportunity to put a case, for example, for greater accessibility to ICT products. We also work with the UK Parliament, which scrutinises the work of the EU and the government's work on international treaties.

Our international campaigning covers all RNIB's key campaign areas. Some important recent international campaigns successes include: 

· A European Directive requiring braille labelling on medicines.

· Strong wording on accessibility, copyright and access to TV in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

· The EU's "Rights of Disabled Persons and Persons with Reduced Mobility when Travelling by Air" regulation.

· Wording on access services for blind people into the EU's revised "Audiovisual Media Services" directive.

Most recently, we won our campaign to get the EU to allow lower rates of VAT on audiobooks. That means that the UK could now charge 5% rather than full VAT on these books, though the UK government still needs to agree to this for the UK.  With your help we also publicised the inaccessibility of the EU elections.

2. What are we campaigning for?

RNIB wishes to: 

· Improve exceptions to copyright law to allow blind people to make accessible copies of books;

· Work with European and International publishers to end the "book famine"; 

· Improve EU laws governing electronic communications to increase their accessibility;

· Improve the international rules on free postal services for blind people; and

· Ensure stronger EU anti-discrimination legislation to end the DDA "loophole" whereby manufactured goods do not have to be accessible to disabled people.

3. For more information

We might ask for your help from time to time. For instance, once an EU directive becomes law, its requirements need to be implemented in the UK. To ensure this happens as we require need supporters to lobby MPs, industry, government bodies and so on. 

Likewise, during a campaign lobbying the EU institutions, we might ask for pressure to be brought to bear via supporters, MEPs and others. For instance, when a Directive is being studied by the European Parliament, we might well ask for people to write to their UK MEPs urging them to support certain amendments being considered by the European Parliament. Such pressure from constituents can very strongly influence the behaviour of our representatives in the EU. 

For more detailed information about our work in this area please contact one of the following team members:

Carine Marzin, European Campaigns Officer (020 7391 2087)

Dan Pescod, Campaigns Manager, European & International Accessibility

(020 7391 2009)
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