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Campaign Briefing - Autumn 2009

Action for Independent Living Campaign
1. Introduction
Blind and partially sighted people experience a number of obstacles in securing support from the social care system. Chief among these is access: the “Fair Access to Care Services” (FACS) rationing framework, designed nationally but operated locally.  It fails to take proper account of the needs of people with sight loss, both in its design and implementation. There is too much emphasis on dependency and not enough on independent living.

There are also issues around "personalisation"; information, advice, advocacy and brokerage; charging; and continued access to disability benefits.

Social care has gained a high political profile in recent years. The move to personalisation has real possibilities and we need to ensure that blind and partially sighted people are not excluded from them. There have been a number of consultative exercises and a Green Paper was published on July 14.

This presents both an opportunity and a hazard: the system could be improved from the perspective of blind and partially sighted people, or it could get worse. RNIB will be engaging actively in the national debate, while also seeking to influence local authorities at the local level.

In a difficult policy environment, where significant public spending cuts are predicted, we need to achieve two things: on the one hand, attain the best possible services for blind and partially sighted people, and on the other, defend social care from possible cutbacks. The campaign therefore aims to achieve improved access to and quality of social care services for blind and partially sighted people and also seeks to raise the profile of the issues affecting them so that provision is harder to cut: defence of attendance allowance is a good example of this. 

Threat to attendance allowance

In July 2009 the Government published a social care Green Paper, Shaping the future of care together to address the challenge of growing demands on England's social care system. At this stage we already know that one very big concern is the proposal that Attendance Allowance (AA) should be abolished and the money used to help plug the gap in funding for social care. 

RNIB agrees that this gap needs to be plugged - but not at the expense of AA. We are very strongly opposed to the loss of this important benefit. 

2. What is RNIB doing?
Nationally:

We want to make an impact on the debate on the future of social care, including all the issues mentioned above. We will respond to all relevant Government consultations. And we will lobby and campaign before, during and after such consultations, engaging with relevant organisations and individuals in the central and local government, disability, welfare rights, media and academic sectors.
These are some current national issues:


- Responding to the Social Care Green Paper;

- Trying to ensure that blind and partially sighted people get the most out of the "personalisation" agenda;

- Responding to the "Right to Control" consultation (individual budgets in fields such as employment and support in the home for disabled people);

- Responding to the Dept. of Health review of the FACS rationing criteria.

On the issue of attendance allowance, we will tell the Government very clearly why removing access to this benefit would be very bad news for blind and partially sighted people, both in our response to the Green Paper and at every other opportunity. We will join with other organisations in campaigning against its abolition. And we will be collecting evidence on the difference that AA makes to the lives of people with sight loss.
Locally:

RNIB's regional campaigns team recruit volunteers and collaborate with local visual impairment groups, using this as a basis to engage with local authorities, building up a picture of local services and promoting good and challenging poor practice. They encourage local authorities to adopt RNIB's Good Practice in Sight guidelines and consider individual cases (referred by advisers from RNIB or other agencies) for campaign potential. Increasingly, how personalisation works out in practice will be a key issue.

3. Contacts
If you have any points or issues you would like us to feed into the Action for Independent Living Campaign, nationally or locally, contact:

Geoff Fimister - Campaigns Officer (Independent Living) -   020 7391 2124
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