Statement on European Parliament events on smoking and blindness

Brussels, 30 May 2006
At today's meeting in the European Parliament key professional and patient organisations came together to press for a new European-wide push to raise awareness of the link between smoking and blindness.

European Commissioner Kyprianou, responsible for health policy with a strong interest in tobacco control, attended a street theatre performance and spoke of the importance of tackling this public health issue.

At the end of a seminar about smoking and blindness hosted by Liz Lynne MEP those attending agreed on the need of an immediate awareness raising campaign prior to the introduction of written and pictorial warnings highlighting the link between smoking and blindness.  For nine out of ten people sight is the sense they most fear losing. Funding is therefore being sought for a Europe-wide advertising campaign under the HELP ^ For a Life without Tobacco Programme to use the link between smoking and blindness as a novel and compelling message to encourage smokers to quit and others not to start.

Notes to editors

The street theatre and seminar were organised by RNIB and the European Council of the AMD Alliance International. The campaign is being supported by the Royal College of Ophthalmologists, the European branch of the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB), the European Blind Union (EBU), the European Network on Smoking Prevention (ENSP), the European Union of General Practitioners (UEMO) and Action on Smoking and Health (ASH.

For further information please contact: 

Catrin Roberts, European Campaigns Officer: +44 20 7391 2087 or catrin.roberts@rnib.org.uk.

You may also wish to contact, Simon Kelly, Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon, Royal College of Ophthalmologists: +44.7976155106 for more information about the link between smoking and blindness.

