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Narrator: Welcome to the RNIB podcast. This time, we'll hear from our supporter receptions.

RNIB receptions are held throughout the year and in every part of the country. They give us a chance to meet our supporters and tell them more about the services we provide for people with sight problems. Here are some of our supporters talking about what RNIB means to them:
Speaker 1: "My interest in the RNIB is that my wife's mother has lost her sight and we have found since that time the Talking Books service has been a godsend to her. In fact, she would regard it herself as a life-saver."
Speaker 2: "I've used the services of RNIB for forty years. We've had the day-to-day things like walking sticks, white sticks, watches, clocks. Also tried to keep up with all the gadgetry - seen something today I hadn't seen before, that was a talking timer."
Speaker 3: "I first became involved with Talking Books service a few years ago when I was doing a degree at Bristol University as a mature student and I had lots of books - to help me with my studies - that were on tape."

Speaker 4: "Where it not for the RNIB, when I had to retire early from my work I wouldn't have known what to do with my life as I was beginning to lose my sight."

Speaker 5: "We've always supported RNIB for years now, but I think we're more passionate about it now. Now we're getting older, we're thinking about it more. We do many charities, but the RNIB is always on the first of the list. I know people with many disabilities … legs and arms … with blindness they can’t really sit and watch the television - I know they got the audio books and everything, which is marvellous. So that is our prime charity is the blindness."
Narrator: Nearly 60 per cent of RNIB's voluntary income comes from legacies. To explain the importance of legacy donations, we hold receptions in selected venues all over the UK. Listen to some of our supporters talk about how they enjoyed their time at Ashton Court Mansion in Bristol:

Speaker 1: "I've enjoyed the reception today. I think it was a conference which was friendly in the delivery and I think that that's important."

Speaker 3: "There's so much I didn't expect to hear or see. I've learnt a lot, I feel quite inspired about various things as well - very enjoyable time. So we're now going to make new wills and remember the RNIB in them"

Speaker 5: "It's been enjoyable meeting everyone - quite a lot of people that we've seen before, that we've met again - been very, very good. And it's in a wonderful setting, really lovely here today. I think it has been very informative. Because it's nice to learn about all these things, because you may need it one day, and it's nice to get the information now. And they're all very good speakers, so we have enjoyed the day immensely."

Speaker 2: "Found it very informative, I've learned a couple of things and that's always a good thing if you can learn something new."

Speaker 4: "I'm leaving a legacy to RNIB because they really are a life-saver and I would like to contribute after I leave this mortal coil."

Narrator: If you would like to attend a supporter reception, information is available at www.rnib.org.uk/receptions
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