Comparison of ebook reader features 

· Dedicated ebook readers
· eBook reading software for PCs
· eBook reading apps on Apple's iPad
· eBook readers for mobile phones
The tables below aim to help you quickly compare the features of a selection of ebook readers. This is intended as a guide only. For a fuller explanation or for information on additional features that the ebook readers may have such as built-in dictionary, or the ability to annotate, for example, ask a retailer or the manufacturer for a full specification. 

If you are looking for information on a specific ebook reader not listed here, please contact ebooks@rnib.org.uk and we will do our best to advise you. 

1. Dedicated ebook readers

	ebook Reader
	Text to speech 
	Text sizes
	Zoom 
	Custom colour options 
	Invert text
	Preserve settings
	Screen 
	Protected format support
	Unprotected format support

	Amazon Kindle 3
	Yes: two voice options, male and female and three speeds. Also features Voice Guide - audible menus. More info

	8: to point size 36 approx.
	Yes: for PDFs only
	No
	No
	Yes
	6 inches

Portrait or landscape
	.AZW

.AA
	Word

TXT

HTML

RTF

JPEGs

GIFs

PDF
More info

	Amazon Kindle DX
	Yes: two voice options, male and female and three speeds. More info

	8: to point size 36 approx
	Yes: for PDFs only
	No
	No
	Yes
	9.7 inches
Portrait or landscape
	.AZW

.AA
	TXT.
Mobipocket. 

PDF.
Mp3.
More info

	BeBook Mini Version 5
	Yes: one voice, one speed, quite sibilant.
	5: to point size 12 approx
	No
	No
	No
	No
	5 inches

Portrait or landscape
	Adobe ePub. 

Adobe PDF.
	DOC.

HTML.
MOBI.

Mp3.

TXT.


	Bookeen Cybook Gen 3
	No
	12: to point size 24 approx
	Yes 
	No
	No
	No
	6 inches
Portrait or landscape

	Adobe mobipocket
	TXT.
PDF.
HTML.
Mp3.

	Bookeen Cybook Opus
	No
	12: to point size 20 approx
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	5 inches

Portrait or landscape
	Adobe ePub.

Adobe PDF.
	TXT.
HTML.
Mobipocket.

No audio.

	Sony Pocket
	No
	3: to point size 22 approx
	No
	No
	No
	No
	5 inches
Portrait or landscape
	Adobe ePub
	TXT.
PDF.
Word.

No audio.

	Sony Touch
	No
	5: to point size 36 approx
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	6 inches
Portrait or landscape
	Adobe ePub
	TXT.
PDF.
Word.
Mp3.
AAC.


Additional information 

1. Text sizes apply to content only, not to menus. 

Additional information for the Amazon Kindle devices

2. 'Voice Guide', or audible menus, does not work on the Kindle store, so you may need sighted assistance to purchase ebooks, or alternatively you may purchase ebooks online via your PC and synch it with your computer. 
3. Not all ebooks currently available on the Kindle have the text-to-speech feature switched on. We are working hard to ensure that all ebooks available on the Kindle have this feature switched on. 

4. For unprotected files, other than PDF, you must email you must email the files to Amazon, who will convert them for you so you can read them on your Kindle. There may be a fee for this service.

5. The Amazon DX is not currently available from Amazon.co.uk: if you want this version, which has a larger screen, you must order an international version from Amazon.com.
2. eBook reading software for PCs

	ebook Reader
	Text to speech
	Text sizes
	Keyboard access
	Work with access technology
	Zoom
	Custom colour options 
	Invert text
	Preserve Settings
	Protected format support
	Unprotected format support

	Adobe Digital Editions
	No
	4: up to point size 20 approx.  
	Some keyboard access
	No
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Adobe ePub

Adobe PDF
	N/A

	Dolphin Easy Reader
	Yes
	Choose font and size.  
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A
	DAISY 2

DAISY 3

DT Book XML

HTML

TXT

ePub

	iBooks
	Yes: fully accessible with Voiceover, the iPad's screenreader
	X: up to point size X approx and choice of fonts. 
	Yes (?)
	Yes: screen reader (Voiceover) and magnifier available on iPad
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes?
	ePub
	ePub

	Kindle for PC (V1.1)
	No
	10: up to point size 76 approx. Ability to change amount of words per line.   
	Yes
	No
	No
	White on Black, Black on White, Sepia. Also offers ability to adjust brightness from within the program.
	Yes
	Yes
	.AZW
	TXT.

Mobipocket.



	Kindle for PC (beta)
	No
	10: up to point size 76 approx.  
	No
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	.AZW
	TXT.

Mobipocket.



	Stanza (beta)
	No 
	Choose font and size.  


	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes 
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	TXT

PDF

Word

ePub

Mobipocket


3. eBook reading apps on Apple's iPad

An initial review of the iPad's accessibility can be found at www.rnib.org.uk/livingwithsightloss/computersphones/Pages/technology_news_reports.aspx 

It comes preloaded with the following accessibility functions:

· Voiceover: a screen reader
· Zoom: full-screen zoom magnification
· White on Black: displays white text on a black background. 
It is not, however, accessible to specialist devices such as refreshable Braille displays. The iPad is a touchscreen device, however, you can purchase a keyboard to use with it. The keyboard can only be used to input text, however, not to navigate around the device's menus. 

	ebook Reader
	Compatible with VoiceOver
	Compatible with Zoom
	Compatible with Black on white
	Text sizes
	Custom colour options 
	Protected format support
	Unprotected format support

	iBooks
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	10: up to point size 20 approx and choice of 5 fonts. 
	No
	ePub
	ePub

	Kindle
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	4: up to point size 14 approx.
	No
	AZW
	TXT.

Mobipocket

	Kobo
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	10: up to point size 28 approx and choice of 4 fonts
	No
	ePub


	ePub

	Stanza
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Choose font and size.  


	Yes
	eReader
	ePub

TXT




4. eBook readers for mobile phones

We will shortly be adding information about ebook readers for mobile phones. In the meantime, look on the JISC TechDis website for an article on the accessibility benefits and obstacles of a selection of free ebook readers available on the iPhone and iPod Touch devices: http://www.techdis.ac.uk/index.php?p=6_8_5_6  

RNIB receives the information contained in this factsheet from external sources and inclusion does not imply endorsement of a product or service. This is a fast-moving area so consumers should check that products and services meet their own requirements before purchasing.

For more information, or to give us feedback on this factsheet, please contact ebooks@rnib.org.uk. 
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