RNIB Rushton: The Transformation

RNIB Rushton School and Children's Home is a centre of shared learning that promotes excellence in care, education, therapy and health support for young people with complex needs and sight loss.

RNIB has some very special children in its care. These children learn in a different way from traditional methods. They learn using all of their senses which helps them engage with the world around them. 
Olivia is 12 years old and is blind, when she first came to the school a year ago she was in a wheelchair because she couldn't walk and everyday she would scream until she lost her voice.

Olivia's mum: "The big difference here, as I've noticed, is that they are always positive. They have never once said to me she can't do this. Before she came here, it was always very "I don't think she's going to do this, I don’t think she'll achieve that". They've never once said that about her, it’s always "let's see what we can get her to achieve" and she's done amazing things in the four years she has been here. She has fun, she's happy and it's made a difference to the whole family's life. Now we get more quality time with her and enjoy being with her."
Nicky: "Many of our children and young people here have complex needs and sensory difficulties. Olivia particularly has balance problems, problems with her balance, so we have worked a huge amount on her balance, on her coordination and also on her ability to process information that she has coming in from her various senses which she really really struggled with. She has very hyper sensitive hearing, so if there's any small sound in the area or it could be two classes down, she will hear it and she'll focus on that and then she cannot focus with what is going on in class. 
>>Use your hands, good girl!

So using the ball, bouncing on the ball helps her with the processing of the information coming in and helps her to be more calm and access whatever activity she's going back to."
Sensory information has helped 14 year old Fabian in every area of his development.

Jacqui: "Every single need is catered for. I think they've got the time and the patience for him. He does music therapy which he absolutely loves, from when he was a baby he loves music. I think he just loves the rhythm and the beats, I think it gives him freedom, and it helps him be himself as well, music does. 
Speaking from the heart, Fabian would be lost if it wasn't for this place he really would, because the way they have dealt with him, their patience and their kindness towards him, it's really helped him."
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