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RNIB and the Election - Transcript (part 2)

UK Parliamentary Manager Dan Scorer talks about the potential impact of the forthcoming election on RNIB's work
Dan: I think the big issue will be what the composition of the government is, whether it's one party in government or whether it's two parties in government - that will have a big impact potentially on what we can do, mainly because of the instability we could have. If we've got a coalition government of two parties, it may not last very long and there may be another election, some people have talked about there being one maybe within a year. It could be that a coalition government finds it very difficult to get any of its bills through parliament and finds it very difficult to really achieve anything. Or it could be good for us; it could mean that we've got opportunities to work across all the political parties. The government could find it quite difficult to command parliament, so by talking to MPs we can convince them of the merits of our case and we can potentially bring about change and have influence through that, so at this stage it's quite hard to say.

There's going to be a lot of new MPs, what are we going to do to engage with them?

Dan: That's right, there's going to be maybe 250 - 300 new MPs, so a huge amount, maybe half the total number, the biggest change for a long long time. So we're having a reception in June where we're going to be taking the maze that we produced for all the party conferences last year, where people go around blindfolded and have to do various daily living challenges like making a cup of tea in the kitchen or trying to use a cash machine. The reception will be all about introducing them to the challenges of living with sight loss, and introducing them to RNIB's key campaigns. We're also producing a pack that will be sent to all new MPs outlining for them how they can meet the needs of their blind and partially sighted constituents around access to information, access to their constituency office and making their websites accessible.
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