Transcription of audio description of ‘Alone’ by Dawn Parkinson

"Entitled 'Alone', the painting depicts a seagull hovering over a bleak ocean, in the lee of a white chalk cliff. The cliff dominates the left-hand side of the painting. High up, a narrow line of brownish green defines the cliff top. The same colour stains the chalk face. Shades of yellow and white give the chalk a furrowed and eroded appearance. At the base of the cliff is a short stretch of pebbly beach, lapped by the sea. 

The water is created by tiny brush strokes. Grey, blue, black and yellow combine in an impressionist technique. Flecks of white suggest the surf. Beyond the headland, a brooding sky includes the same tones used for the cliff face - grey clouds, tinged with yellow and white, almost obliterate a tiny patch of blue. In the centre of the painting, the seagull itself hangs effortlessly in the air - its black-tipped wings spread wide, its red legs tucked back under its tail. The gull has a keen eye and a sharp-looking yellow beak. Another gull flies in the distance. More birds, reduced to specks of black, hover above the cliff."

Back to Try audio describing a painting.

