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Choosing cane tips

A guide to choosing the right cane tip for you and your cane.
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1. An introduction to cane tips

Cane tips are important in providing feedback on your surrounding ground surfaces.

If you use the constant contact technique, where the tip does not leave the ground and the cane is moved in a sweeping motion across the space in front of you, then a rounded tip may suit you. These move easily over different surfaces and are less likely to jam in pavement cracks and other hazards.

If you use the two touch technique, where the cane is lifted slightly from the surface in a sweeping motion, while coming down to touch the ground on the left and right of you, a tip which provides good audible feedback such as one made of ceramic or metal may suit you.

The tip you choose for your cane will also affect the weight and balance of the cane. If you use a light graphite cane and place a large tip on the end of it, it will make the cane heavier.

If you need a replacement tip, cap or elastic you should approach your Local Society or Social Services Department for assistance. It is recommended that only the manufacturer's replacement parts be used.

Cane tips styles

RNIB offers three fitting styles of cane tip. Each style fits different cane models.

· hook style

· push-on style

· thread style

Fitting hook style tips

Firstly, remove the old tip from the cane by pulling the tip out of the end‑section until a knot in the cord appears. Slip a pencil between the knot and the cane. Then remove the old tip and hook the new tip onto the elastic loop. Finally, remove the pencil and the elastic cord will then automatically pull the tip into the cane.

Fitting push-on style tips

Firstly, remove the old tip from the cane. If you have trouble pulling of the tip, try heating the tip area with a hairdryer (or similar heat source). Alternatively, submerse the tip in warm water. Once the old tip has been removed, push on the new tip and tap the cane on the ground, to push it firmly into place.

Fitting thread style tips

Firstly, remove the old tip from the cane turning it clockwise (if the tip is in your left hand and handle to the right). Then screw in the new tip anti-clockwise.

2. AmbuTech hook style tips

The following hook style cane tips fit the following canes:

· AmbuTech guide cane (MG16/18/20/22/24/26/28)

· AmbuTech folding long cane with Roller tip (ML53-62)

· AmbuTech folding long cane with Marshmallow tip (ML171-181)

· AmbuTech reflective folding long cane with crook handle (ML63-70)

· AmbuTech graphite folding long cane with Roller tip (ML78-88 and ML91-94)

· AmbuTech reflective rigid long cane (ML71-74)
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AmbuTech reflective rigid long cane with crook handle (ML75-77 and ML89-90)

Roller tip
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The hook style Roller tip (MP26) is made of hard-wearing abrasion resistant polymer. It is designed to allow constant contact with the ground, giving the user good feedback.

Pencil tip

The hook style Pencil tip (MP27) is a slim and long hard-wearing nylon tip, which blends into the bottom of the cane and allows for easy folding.

Marshmallow tip
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The hook style Marshmallow tip (MP28) is made of heavy-duty nylon and is designed to run easily over the ground.

Jumbo roller tip
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The hook style Jumbo roller tip (MP32) is a large 6.4cm (2.5 inch) roller disc made from long lasting polymer. It is designed to give greater sensitivity and handle road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It offers greater free-wheeling capability that traditional roller tips. It generally lasts two to three times longer than nylon tips.
Metal glide tip
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The hook style Metal glide tip (MP41) is a hard-wearing metal capped top. It offers improved sensitivity and gives a distinctive sound when touching the ground. Ideal for when good audio feedback is required.

Roller ball tip
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The hook style Roller ball tip (MP43) is a large 5.1cm (2 inch) diameter rolling ball. It is designed to give greater sensitivity, handling road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It has an encased stainless steel roller bearing. It is lightweight and easy to manoeuvre. Ideal for constant contact technique.

Rover free-wheeling tip
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The hook style Rover free-wheeling tip (MP88) is a durable and lightweight tip, with a large three-inch foam wheel that rotates in the forward direction only. It is ideal for highly mobile individuals who require the ability to detect major obstacles on trails, fields or rural roads.
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Ceramic tip

The hook style Ceramic tip (MP90) is a long lasting tip with excellent audio feedback and tactile transmission.

3. AmbuTech push-on style tips

If you prefer a push-on style tip, the following push-on tip can be used on AmbuTech canes that take hook style tips, as long as a hook style Pencil tip (MP27) is fitted to the cane first.

The push-on tip slips onto the hook style Pencil tip and will fit the following canes:

· AmbuTech guide cane (MG16/18/20/22/24/26/28)

· AmbuTech folding long cane with Roller tip (ML53-62)

· AmbuTech folding long cane with Marshmallow tip (ML171-181)

· AmbuTech reflective folding long cane with crook handle (ML63-70)

· AmbuTech graphite folding long cane with Roller tip (ML78-88 and ML91-94)

· AmbuTech reflective rigid long cane (ML71-74)

· AmbuTech reflective rigid long cane with crook handle (ML75-77 and ML89-90)

Roller ball tip
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The push-on style Roller ball tip (MP82) is a large 5.1cm (2 inch) diameter rolling ball. It is designed to give greater sensitivity, handling road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It has an encased stainless steel roller bearing. It is lightweight and easy to manoeuvre. Ideal for constant contact technique.

4. AmbuTech and Mereo thread style tips

The following 8mm thread style cane tips fit the following canes:

· AmbuTech telescopic cane (ME15-16)

· AmbuTech slimline symbol cane (MS33-39)

· Mereo Mergo folding long cane (ML182-185)
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Ceramic tip

The thread style Ceramic tip (MP89) is a long lasting tip with excellent audio feedback and tactile transmission.

Marshmallow tip
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The thread style Marshmallow tip (MP92) is made of heavy-duty nylon and is designed to run easily over the ground.

High mileage marshmallow tip
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The thread style High mileage marshmallow tip (MP93) is made of heard-wearing abrasion-resistant polymer. It is designed to run easily over the ground. It generally lasts two to three times longer than nylon tips.

Jumbo roller tip

[image: image14.jpg]


The thread style Jumbo roller tip (MP94) is a large 6.4cm (2.5 inch) roller disc made from long lasting polymer. It is designed to give greater sensitivity and handle road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It offers greater free-wheeling capability that traditional roller tips. It generally lasts two to three times longer than nylon tips.

Roller tip
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The thread style Roller tip (MP95) is made of hard-wearing abrasion resistant polymer. It is designed to allow constant contact with the ground, giving the user good feedback.

Roller ball tip
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The thread style Roller ball tip (MP96) is a large 5.1cm (2 inch) diameter rolling ball. It is designed to give greater sensitivity, handling road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It has an encased stainless steel roller bearing. It is lightweight and easy to manoeuvre. Ideal for constant contact technique.

Metal glide tip
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The thread style Metal glide tip (MP97) is a hard-wearing metal capped top. It offers improved sensitivity and gives a distinctive sound when touching the ground. Ideal for when good audio feedback is required.
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Pencil tip

The thread style Pencil tip (MP98) is a slim and long hard-wearing nylon tip, which blends into the bottom of the cane and allows for easy folding.

5. Revolution Advantage and California push-on style tips

The following push-on style cane tips fit the following canes (unless otherwise stated):

· Revolution Advantage symbol cane (MS30-32)

· Revolution Advantage folding long cane (ML127-137 and ML147-149)

· Revolution Advantage children's cane (MC02-04)

· California slimline long cane (ML119-126 - no longer available from RNIB)

Palmtip
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The push-on style Palmtip cane tip (MP91) is made of long-lasting ultra-polymer. It has a unique cushion structure to help absorb the shock from irregularities on the ground and impact with obstacles, providing a smooth movement. It is especially suited to the scanning technique where the cane tip remains in contact with the ground.

Pencil tip

The push-on style Pencil tip (MP58) is a slim and long hard-wearing nylon tip, which blends into the bottom of the cane and allows for easy folding.
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Metal glide tip

The push-on style Metal glide tip (MP59) is a hard-wearing metal capped top. It offers improved sensitivity and gives a distinctive sound when touching the ground. Ideal for when good audio feedback is required.
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Teardrop tip

The push-on style Teardrop tip (MP60) is a heavy-duty nylon top, designed to run easily over the ground and large surface areas.
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Roller tip

The push-on style Roller tip (MP61) is made of hard-wearing abrasion resistant polymer. It is designed to allow constant contact with the ground, giving the user good feedback.

Roller ball tip
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The push-on style Roller ball tip (MP83) is a large 5.1cm (2 inch) diameter rolling ball. It is designed to give greater sensitivity, handling road obstacles and pavement cracks easily. It has an encased stainless steel roller bearing. It is lightweight and easy to manoeuvre. Ideal for constant contact technique. Note: this tip does not fit California canes (ML119-126 - no longer available from RNIB).

6. Bevria push-on tips

The following push-on style cane tips fit the following canes (unless otherwise stated):

· Bevria folding long cane (ML160-170)

Note: if your Bevria cane has a hook-style tip, you may have received it from The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. If so, please contact them for replacement hook style tips.
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Ballrace tip
The push-on style Ballrace tip (MP86) is a heavy-duty nylon tip, designed to run easily over the ground and large surface areas. 

Note: the push-on style tips listed above, for the Revolution Advantage and California canes, will fit the Bevria canes. However, they do require a little effort to push them on as they are designed for a slightly narrower cane shaft.

7. RNIB products and publications

With more than 17,000 customers, our Online Shop is the UK's leading supplier of products for people with sight problems. Find out more about our mobility products.

Revised: 1 September 2009.
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