Learning and Technology Needs Assessments

RNIB Post Compulsory Education and Training Services
Student Factsheet 2008-2009
We need your comments! We publish new factsheets every year, so please let us know how we can improve them. Please go to the survey on the last two pages of this factsheet. We will publish the results on the website during 2009.

Before starting a course, it is very important that both you and the staff at your institution (university or college) understand what is the most effective method of studying for you on your chosen course or programme. The most effective study methods may vary depending on the nature of the subject or course and upon your own existing level of study skills. It is equally important that you should be aware of the kind of assistive technology that is likely to be of most value to you in learning.

Sometimes, there will be specialist staff at the institution where you are planning to enrol who can carry out an assessment of your learning and technology needs. However, if this is not the case, or if your requirements are particularly complex, the college or university may wish to use RNIB's specialist learning and technology needs assessment service offered by specialist staff at each of our Regional Centres. If your course presents new challenges or you decide to change course, please contact the RNIB Regional Centre in whose area you are studying. Please obtain a copy of the Student Factsheet Student Services available from RNIB Regional Centres which provides contact details.

Higher Education

Students with disabilities entering full-time higher education are normally entitled to Disabled Students Allowances (DSA's). For further information, please refer to the Student Factsheet Financial assistance for blind and partially sighted students. 

DSA's are a grant towards the cost of any special equipment or other support you may need to help you meet the requirements of your course. 
RNIB offers Disabled Students' Allowance (DSA) needs assessments throughout the country at our regional centres including from our newly accredited assessment centre at RNIB's London office.  
The award is claimed from your Local Authority or Student Loans Company in England and Wales, from the Students Awards Agency for Scotland in Scotland and the Department for Education and Learning in Northern Ireland. 

Once you have established your eligibility for an allowance, then the LEA can arrange for an assessment to be carried out well before the start of term and even before you have a confirmed place. Ask your LEA for more information. It is also useful to contact the Disability Co-ordinator at the University about your application for DSAs.

Further and Continuing Education

If you are entering full-time or part-time further or continuing education at a college or adult learning centre, you are likely to need a learning and technology needs assessment which takes account of all your study-related needs. This will help to determine the best ways for you to study and the most appropriate equipment for you to use. The assessment may be carried out by disability support staff at the college or centre. Alternatively, if you and the staff feel that a more in-depth assessment might be required, you should contact a local Assessment Centre or your RNIB Regional Centre for a specialist assessment. You should try to discuss your possible technology needs with the support staff at the college or with RNIB specialist staff as early as you can.  Please also refer to RNIB College Partnerships Programme factsheet.
How RNIB can help you

RNIB can advise on a wide range of access technology for blind and 

partially sighted people including CCTV magnifiers, text enlargement software, speech systems, braille note takers and text scanners. RNIB has a network of experienced Technology and Education Officers. A learning and technology assessment from RNIB ensures that you get the most appropriate equipment to meet your particular needs with the minimum of delay.

What does an assessment involve?
· Discussion of your study methods and requirements for appropriate learning support and technology.
· Evaluation of your existing study skills.
· Hands on trials of equipment.
· Evaluation of the effectiveness of technology to match your requirements.
· Research to ensure the equipment is appropriate to your course and place of study.
· A report including specifications, prices and suppliers of equipment.

Assessment Centres

Assessments are usually held at an RNIB Regional Centre, where the wide range of equipment allows greater opportunity for evaluation of equipment. Sometimes, assessments are held at the place of study or at a venue agreed with the user.

Other factsheets 

Other titles in this series of Student Factsheets are:

· Finding a course

· Choosing a career

· Student Services available from RNIB Regional Centres

· Financial assistance for blind and partially sighted students

· Trust applications

· List of grant awarding charities that may assist blind and partially sighted students

· Strategies for study

· Libraries and Information Services

· Images and Illustrations including maps, diagrams and pictures

· Examinations / Assessments

· Useful contacts and services

· Disability Discrimination Act: Post-Sixteen Education

· Learning English in the UK

· RNIB College Partnerships Programme 

The factsheets may be obtained in print, disk and email formats. Braille and audio versions can be produced on request. Please contact Karen Edwards, telephone 01509 632416 or email karen.edwards@rnib.org.uk. 

The information is also available via RNIB’s student website: www.rnib.org.uk/student. 

Our PCET website is for college and university staff and other adult training providers: www.rnib.org.uk/pcet

Reference: RNIB SF Learning and Technology Needs Assessments, January 2009.

BLANK SHEET FOR DOUBLE-SIDED PHOPTOCOPYING
Survey on Student Factsheets 2008-2009
You can respond to this survey by:

· emailing your responses to anne.rehahn@rnib.org.uk
· calling 07918 696687 and leaving a message so we can contact you

· detaching and sending the completed pages to:

      Student Factsheets Survey 2008-2009

      c/o Anne Rehahn

      RNIB 

     105 Judd Street

      London WC1H 9NE

1. Which factsheets did you find most helpful?

2. Which factsheets did you find least helpful?

3. What other topics should we cover in our factsheets?

4. What have you done as a result of reading the factsheets?

5. Please tell us which customer group best describes you:

· actual or potential blind or partially sighted student in further education

· actual or potential blind or partially sighted student in higher education

· parent or carer of blind or partially sighted student

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in further education

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in higher education
· intermediary such as careers adviser,  health professional etc

· other (please describe)

6. Please provide any other comments.

Thank you for your help. We will publish the results of this survey on the student website during 2009.
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