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We need your comments! We publish new factsheets every year, so please let us know how we can improve them. Please go to the survey on the last two pages of this factsheet. We will publish the results on the website during 2009.

Today there are many ways of accessing courses.  You may decide to take an evening class for one night a week simply for your own enjoyment and pleasure rather than a formal qualification or you may prefer to aim for a degree course at university.  You may be interested in a vocational qualification to help you pursue a particular career or may be interested in taking some short courses.  You may decide to study at home via distance learning, attend a local college or travel further afield.  It may be helpful at this preliminary stage to talk to your family, friends and colleagues about their experiences of studying.  It may also be helpful to read the Student Factsheet Useful contacts and services. 
There are many factors to consider when deciding whether or not to start a course.  For example:

· Why do you want to do a course? 
· What sort of course do you want to do? Does it need to be accredited and provide a qualification? 
· Can you commit enough time to it?

· Do you have the relevant experience or pre-entry qualifications required to undertake a course?

· Should you study full-time  or part-time?

· Are you looking for a short course lasting several days or weeks or are you interested in longer courses?

· Do you want to travel to college?

· Would you prefer to study at home via distance or open learning?

· Are you eligible for a grant / training allowance or other financial support?

· Will your benefits be affected?

· If you need child-care facilities, will they be available?

· Will you be able to continue living where you are now?

· If not, will you be able to find suitable accommodation?

· Will you obtain the support you need on account of your visual impairment?

As a first step, it may be helpful to telephone Learndirect on 0800 10 09 00.  This is a free education helpline that can assist you with learning and career enquiries.  The Adviser will give you information over the telephone or you can request information in writing or in braille.  Website address: www.learndirect.org.  

RNIB Regional Centres can provide guidance directly or on behalf of other organisations such as Connexions or your local Adult Guidance Centre.  Please see Student Factsheet Student Services available from RNIB Regional Centres for contact details of your Regional PCET Officer.
Many blind and partially sighted people study successfully within mainstream education with the appropriate support.  If you have not studied for some time or want to know what other blind and partially sighted people have achieved locally, it may be worth contacting your local voluntary society for blind and partially sighted people.  Telephone the RNIB Helpline on 0303 123 9999 or email helpline@rnib.org.uk for details of your nearest society.  

You may also find it helpful to contact the Association of Blind and Partially Sighted Teachers and Students (ABAPSTAS) which is a forum for blind and partially sighted people interested in education and employment. For more information, please contact:

Elisabeth Standen, ABAPSTAS Chairperson 

Telephone: 0117 966 4839 (between 7.15 and 10pm)

 Email: chair@abapstas.org.uk
Nick Clarke, Membership Officer

Telephone: 01484 690521 Email: membership@abapstas.org.uk



Website: www.abapstas.org.uk
Email: discussion@abapstas.org.uk


You may find it helpful to find out about courses offered by your local college by going to their website.  Some colleges provide their prospectus in audio, braille and disk format.  If you wish to pursue a particular course, contact the Learning Support team at the College to discuss your support needs.  Your local library will keep a collection of prospectuses and course directories.  These can also be located via the careers service.  

If you are interested in higher education, your local library and careers service will have university prospectuses and details of how to apply through the Universities and Colleges Admission Service known as UCAS.  

Customer Services Unit

UCAS

PO Box 28

Cheltenham

GL52 3LZ

Telephone: + 44 (0) 871 468 0 468 or 

Website: www.ucas.ac.uk  
Email: enquiries@ucas.ac.uk
If you are interested in specific universities, please contact the Disability Adviser as early as possible to discuss your needs.

You may want to consider studying from home, often referred to as distance or open learning.  You study alone at your own pace but a certain amount of support from a tutor is usually available on most open or distance learning packages.  There are various providers: open learning packages are offered by further education colleges, some universities, the Open University, correspondence colleges and professional bodies.  Your public reference library or Learndirect will have further details about open learning courses.  

If you would like further information and advice, please contact the RNIB Regional Centre in the region where you intend to study.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 (SENDA)

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Discrimination Act 2001 forms part four of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995.  Course providers should be aware of the access implications of this legislation which came into force in September 2002.  The legislation entitles students with disabilities to any reasonable adjustments in how courses are taught and how materials are presented.  For example, handouts should be provided in an accessible format on the student intranet, by email or in large print.  You may find it useful to read the Student Factsheet Disability Discrimination Act: Post-Sixteen Education.  

You may also find it helpful to contact Skill: National Bureau of Students with Disabilities who have produced detailed information about SENDA.  Skill also produce useful information sheets about studying in further and higher education
and pursuing open learning courses, which you may find helpful.

Skill: National Bureau for students with disabilities

Unit 3, Floor 3

Radisson Court

219 Long Lane

London SE1 4PR

Website: www.skill.org.uk 

Email: info@skill.org.uk
Information Service: 0800 328 5050 available Tuesdays 11.30 - 1.30 pm and Thursdays 1.30 - 3.30 pm.
Other factsheets
Other titles in this series of Student Factsheets are:

· Choosing a career

· Student Services available from RNIB Regional Centres

· Financial assistance for blind and partially sighted students

· Trust applications

· List of grant awarding charities which may assist blind and partially sighted students

· Learning and Technology Needs Assessments

· Strategies for study

· Libraries and Information Services

· Images and Illustrations including maps, diagrams and pictures

· Examinations / Assessments

· Useful contacts and services

· Disability Discrimination Act: Post-Sixteen Education

· Learning English in the UK

· RNIB College Partnerships Programme

The factsheets may be obtained in print, disk and email formats. Braille and audio versions are available on request. Please contact Karen Edwards, telephone

01509 632416 or email karen.edwards@rnib.org.uk The information is also available via RNIB’s student website at www.rnib.org.uk/student The website for college and university staff and other training providers can be found at www.rnib.org.uk/pcet 

Reference: RNIB SF Finding a course, January 2009. 

Survey on RNIB Student Factsheets 2008-2009
You can respond to this survey by:

· emailing your responses to anne.rehahn@rnib.org.uk
· calling 07918 6966897 and leaving a message. We will call you back.

· Detaching and sending the completed pages to:

Student Factsheets Survey 2008-2009

c/o Anne Rehahn

RNIB

105 Judd Street

London WC1H 9NE

1. Which factsheets did you find most helpful?

2. Which factsheets did you find least helpful?

3. What other topics should we cover in our factsheets? 

4. What have you done as a result of reading the factsheets?

5. Please tell us which customer group best describes you:
· actual or potential blind or partially sighted student in further education

· actual or potential blind or partially sighted student in higher education

· parent or carer of blind or partially sighted student

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in further  education

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in higher education

· intermediary such as careers adviser, health professional

· other (please describe)

6. Please provide any other comments.

Thank you for your help. We will publish the results of the survey on the student website during 2009. 
[image: image1.jpg]m supporting blind and
artially sighted people
: y=4 PECP Reg charity no. 226227




PAGE  
6

