List of grant awarding charities which may assist blind and partially sighted students

Student Factsheet 2008 - 2009
Post Compulsory Education and Training Services
We need your comments! We publish new factsheets every year, so please let us know how we can improve them. Please go to the survey on the last two pages of the factsheet. We will publish the results on the website during 2009.
This factsheet contains the following sections:

· Introduction

· Addresses

· Grant awarding charities specifically for Scottish students

· Students in Northern Ireland

· Contacts for students in Wales

Introduction

The following is a selective list of charities, from which it may be possible for blind and partially sighted students to obtain financial assistance in addition to that available from statutory sources. There are several small trusts for blind and partially sighted people which cover specific local areas. Often local associations and societies for blind and partially sighted people have grant awarding committees. Current addresses and telephone numbers of local voluntary agencies can be obtained from RNIB’s Helpline, telephone 0303 123 9999 or email helpline@rnib.org.uk  If you are telephoning from outside the UK, please  dial  +44 (0)20 7388 1266.  Alternatively please go to 

http://info.rnib.org.uk/Agencies/Agencies.htm
You may also find it helpful to obtain a copy of Student Factsheets  Trust applications: some general guidelines and Financial assistance for blind and partially sighted students. For guidance from RNIB staff, please obtain Student Factsheet Student Services available from RNIB Regional Centres which gives details of relevant contacts across the UK. Please see end of this factsheet for further details. 

Skill: National Bureau for Students with Disabilities produces an information sheet Applying to Trusts. 

Skill: National Bureau for Students with Disabilities

Head Office

Unit 3, Floor 3

Radisson Court

219 Long Lane

London SE1 4PR

Telephone: 0207 450 0620 

Information Service Freephone: 0800 328 5050 

Tuesday, 11.30 am – 1.30 pm and Thursday, 1.30 - 3.30 pm.

Website: www.skill.org.uk


Email: info@skill.or.uk.
Skill's information service gives free information and advice to disabled people about further and higher education, entry to employment and volunteering. The information section of Skill's web site offers free access to a range of information booklets. 

Two directories published annually are the Voluntary Agencies Directory and Charities Digest. They contain the addresses of key charities and are available for reference in public libraries. Social services may be able to help identify organisations to which to apply locally including those such as the Lions, Rotary and Round Table.

Addresses

Action for Blind People

14 – 16 Verney Road

London SE16 3DZ

Telephone: 0207 635 3015

Website: www.actionforblindpeople.org.uk
Email: info@actionforblindpeople.org.uk
National helpline: 0800 915 4666 

Can help registered blind or partially sighted people who are residents of the UK with holiday breaks and assistive technology. Contact the helpline to be directed to your local Action Team.

Aidis Trust

Head Office

3 Gunthorpe Street

London

E1 7RQ

Telephone: 0207 426 2130

Website: www.aidis.org.


Email: info@aidis.org



Does not give money but provides free services for disabled people wanting to take advantage of technology. 
Association of Charity Officers

Five Ways

57-59 Hatfield Road

Potters Bar

Hertfordshire

EN6 1HS

Helpline: 01707 651777 Monday  - Friday  10 am – 4 pm

Website: www.aco.uk.net and www.benevolencetoday.org


Email: info@aco.uk.net



ACO itself does not provide grant aid. Advises enquirers of possible sources of charitable help. Applicants should provide family and career background in order to elicit appropriate information. May offer assistance to E.U. countries.

The Camelia Botnar Foundation

Maplehurst Road

Cowfold 

West Sussex

RH13 8DQ

Telephone: 01403 864887

Website: www.cameliabotnar.com


Email: enquiries@cameliabotnar.com
Assistance may be given to people aged 16-19 in need due to physical/mental disability or social /economic circumstances. Work experience for disadvantaged young people up to the age of 21 years.

Campden Charities

27a Pembridge Villas



London 

W11 3EP

Telephone: 0207 243 0551

Website: www.ccturusti.org.uk
The principal object of this group of charities is to provide employment opportunities for those who are in need. Applicants need to have been residents in the old parish of Kensington for at least two years to qualify. (Very few disabled people meeting criteria due to benefits).

Cecilia Charity for the Blind

117 Charterhouse Street

London 

EC1M 6PN

Telephone: 0207 253 3757

Considers all kinds of applications from blind people. Modest single financial grants towards the purchase of special equipment which cannot be funded by statutory bodies. Can only apply in the months of: June, September and December
The Educational Grants Advisory Service

C/o The Family Welfare Association

501-505 Kingsland Road

London 

E8 4AU

Telephone: 0207 249 6636 between 2-4pm, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Website: 
" 

www.egas-online.org.uk: clink on trust fund search, online student questionnaire


Email: egas.enquiry@fwa.org.uk



Puts students in touch with sources of financial help from educational trusts and other organisations. Offers advice about voluntary grants for education. 

Gardner’s Trust for the Blind

117 Charterhouse Street

London 

EC1M 6AA

Telephone: 0207 253 3757

Provides money for course fees, equipment (including computers) and household items. Applicants must be registered blind or partially sighted and resident in England or Wales. Applicants need to write to the charity for an application form.

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Educational Trust for the Blind 

The Covers

Green Lane

Hambledon

Hampshire

PO7 4SS

Telephone: 023 9263 2180

Assistance for educational purposes (including equipment) given only to residents of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Maximum grant £300.

Jewish Care
Merit House

508 Edgware Road

The Hyde

Colindale

London NW9 5AB  

Telephone: 0208 922 2000 / 2222

Website: www.jewishcare.org


Email: info@jcare.org



Acts primarily as an advocate. Very occasionally will give financial help for Jewish visually   impaired people. Only applicable to residence in home counties. No assistance to residents   outside the UK.

Lawrence Attwell’s Charity

The Skinner’s Company

8 Dowgate Hill

London 

EC4R 2SP

Telephone: 0207 213 0561or 0207 213 0561

Website: 
" 

www.skinnershall.co.uk/charities


Email: attwell@skinners.org.uk
Can help with financial assistance for people within the ages of 16 and 26 pursuing practical vocational courses leading to work and to purchase essential, equipment.  Applicants must be UK nationals or refugees with permanent residency. Grants are awarded to people who come from a demonstrably low-income background, e.g. family income below £25,000 pa.

Metropolitan Society for the Blind

Lantern House

102 Bermondsey Street

London 

SE1 3UB

Telephone: 0207 403 6184

Website: www.msb.gb.com


Email: enquiries@msb.gb.com



May be able to offer assistance to blind and partially sighted people in the twelve inner London boroughs only. 

National Blind Children’s Society

Bradbury House

33 - 34 Market Street

Highbridge

Somerset

TA9 3BW

Telephone: 01278 764764

Website: www.nbcs.org.uk


Email: enquiries@nbcs.org.uk



The National Blind Children’s Society provides services for the families of children and young people with a visual impairment, from birth to the completion of full time education. NBCS provides Family Support, Educational Advocacy, IT advice and support, Activities, CustomEyes large print children’s books and subject to criteria, may be able to provide grants for computers, speech and magnification software, for home use.

S.C. Witting Trust

C/o Friends House

Religious Society of Friends

Euston Road

London NW1 2BJ

Educational grants available. Please write for further details enclosing a stamped addressed envelope.

Snowdon Awards Scheme

Unit 18, Oakhurst Business Park

Wilberforce Way

Southwater

West Sussex

RH13 9RT

Telephone: 01403 732899
Fax: 01403 733538

Website: www.snowdonawardscheme.org.uk


Email: info@snowdonawardscheme.org.uk



Annual grants up to £2000 for educational purposes related to disabilities where funding from statutory sources are unavailable or insufficient.  There are two cut-off dates, 31 May for July panel and 31 August for October panel when decisions are made on grant allocation. 
Student Disability Assistance Fund

Mrs L. Green & Mrs V. King

35 Hazelwood Road

Bush Hill Park

Enfield

EN1 1JG

Tel: 0208 482 2412

Contact Name: Sandra Furmston

Email: s.furmston@mdx.ac.uk
Web site: www.bahshe.demon.co.uk
Awards may be made to students with disabilities at institutes of higher education, who are not eligible for support from statutory services and who are aged 18 or above. Applications will be considered for funding towards specialist equipment and books up to a value of £500. Does not assist with fees or living expenses.

Vision Charity

Peter H. Thompson

PO Box 729

Aylesbury

Bucks.

HP22 9AS

Bucks

Telephone: 01296 655227

Email; peter.thompson@visioncharity .co.uk

Fax: 01844 346 151

Website: www.visioncharity.co.uk


 

 Possibility of grant help towards the cost of electronic equipment for school pupils and students up to age 20. Variety of applications considered. 

Grant Awarding Charities specifically for Scottish students

Skill Scotland

Norton Park

57 Albion Road

Edinburgh

EH7 5QY

Telephone/Minicom: 0131 475 2348

Website: www.skill.or.uk

Email: admin@skillscotland.org.uk



Provides bursary for disabled students to attend a disability event such as conferences not for actual course. Maximum   amount up to £500. Scottish learners aged over 16 only.
Anne Herd Memorial Trust 

C/o Bowman Solicitors
27 Bank Street

Dundee

DD1 1RP

Telephone: 01382 322267

Email: enquiries@bowmansolicitors.co.uk
The Trust was set up to provide funding for blind and partially sighted people or to organisations providing services for them. Preference given to students from the Dundee and Tayside area. Please write to Elizabeth N. McGillivray or email
ENM@bowmansolicitors.co.uk for more information. 

Webster and Davidson Mortification Trust

Thorntons 

White Hall House

33 Yeaman Shaw

Dundee

DD1 4BJ

Telephone: 01382 229111

Website: www.Thorntons-law.co.uk/websteranddavidson
Email: gfulton@thorntons-law.co.uk
Provide awards to blind and partially sighted students in further 

and higher education to learn and appreciate good music. In some 

cases awards may be given to secondary school age students. 

Preference will be given to applicants from Scotland but 

candidates must be resident in Great Britain. Awards given for

music only.

Students in Northern Ireland

Skill in Northern Ireland 

Unit 2, Jennymount Court

North Derby Street

Belfast

BT15 3HN

Telephone: 028 9028 7000

Website: www.skillni.org.uk


Email: info@skillni.org.uk



Promoting equality in education & training for disabled people. 

Give advice on entitlements but no grants available from Skill.  

You may also find it helpful to contact the Social Worker for the 

area in which you reside.

Contacts for students in Wales

Wales Council for the Blind

Phil Stevens (Director)

3rd Floor

Shand House

20 Newport Road

Cardiff

CF24 ODB

Telephone: 02920 473954

Website: wcb-ccd.org.uk


Email: staff@wcb-ccd.org.uk



The umbrella organisation for visual impairment in Wales. The Linnecar Trust exists to give grants to people who are registered blind and who live in the counties of Ceredigion, Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire. The Cambrian Trust for visually impaired people under the age of 21 assists with education and welfare. 

Other factsheets 

Other titles in this series of Student Factsheets are:

· Choosing a career

· Finding a course

· Student services available from RNIB Regional Centres

· Financial assistance for blind and partially sighted students

· Trust applications

· Strategies for study

· Learning and Technology Needs Assessments

· Libraries and information services

· Images and illustrations including maps, diagrams and pictures

· Examinations / Assessments

· Useful contacts and services

· Disability Discrimination Act: Post-Sixteen Education

· Learning English in the UK

· RNIB College Partnerships Programme

The factsheets may be obtained in print, disk and email format. Braille and audio versions can be produced on request. Please contact Karen Edwards, telephone 

01509 632416 or email karen.edwards@rnib.org.uk  The information is also available at www.rnib.org.uk/student The website for college and university staff and other adult training providers can be found at www.rnib.org.uk/pcet
Reference: SF List of grant awarding charities which may assist blind and partially sighted students, January 2009.

Survey on Student Factsheets 2008 - 2009

You can respond to this survey by:

· emailing your responses to anne.rehahn@rnib.org.uk
· calling 07918 696687 and leaving a message so we can contact you

· detaching and sending the completed pages to:

Student Factsheets Survey 2008-2009

c/o Anne Rehahn

RNIB

105 Judd Street

London WC1H 9NE

1. Which factsheets did you find most helpful?

2. Which factsheets did you find least helpful?

3. What other topics should we cover on our factsheets?

4. What have you done as a result of reading the factsheets?

5. Please tell us which best customer group best describes you:

· actual or potential blind or partially sighted student in further education

· actual or potential student in higher education

· parent or carer of blind or partially sighted student

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in further education

· professional working with blind and partially sighted students in higher education

· intermediary such as careers adviser, health professional, etc

· other (please describe)

6. Please provide any other comments.

Thank you for your help. We will publish the results of this survey on the student website during 2009. 
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