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Tax advice for blind and partially sighted people

Are you paying too much tax or not claiming back the VAT you're entitled to? Even if you work you may be paying too much tax on your savings interest. This factsheet explains what you may be able to claim and where to get more help. 

Reduce the tax you pay by raising your tax allowances

Every person has a tax allowance. This is the amount you can earn before you start paying income tax. If you are registered blind or are older, you are entitled to extra tax allowances and so could pay significantly less tax.

Blind person's personal income tax allowance

You can claim the blind person’s allowance if you are registered severely sight impaired/blind and a taxpayer. It is worth £1,980 of tax-free income which at basic rate is £7.60 a week. Evidence shows only a third of those eligible for the allowance actually claim it, so many people are paying more tax than they need to. 

Even if your income is too low for you to use the allowance, you can transfer it to your spouse or civil partner, whether or not they are blind. If both of you are registered as blind, you can each receive the allowance. You can also backdate your claim for up to five years, but there is a time limit for claiming back tax.

To claim or find out more, call Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs (HMRC) on their priority number: 0845 366 7887.

Age-related tax allowances

Personal tax-free allowances increase substantially once you turn 65 and are even higher for those aged 75 or over. However, the age-related allowances depend on your income, so not everyone over 65 is able to claim them. 

Contact HMRC tax helpline on 0845 300 0627 and ask for the Pension Coding form P161 to ensure you get your age-related allowances. 

Married Couple's Allowance

If you are married or in a civil partnership and one of you was born before 6 April 1935 you may be entitled to the married couple's allowance. You can receive a tax rebate, after other deductions have been made, of up to £729.50. Any unused allowance can be transferred to your spouse or civil partner if they pay tax. 
To claim the married couple's allowance, call HMRC on 0845 300 0627. 
Tax and savings

Your bank or building society will usually deduct tax from the interest you earn on most types of savings accounts. But if your total taxable income is less than your tax-free allowances you can receive your interest without tax taken off. You need to complete a form R85, available from banks, building societies or HMRC’s website. 

If you have a joint account and only one of you is a non-tax payer, that person can still sign the R85 form and receive their share of the interest gross. 

Tax Credits

Tax Credits are payments from HMRC for people who work or have children. 

· You may get Working Tax Credit to top-up your wages if you work at least 16 hours a week and have a low income. You can get extra if you are registered blind or partially sighted or you get a disability-related benefit. 

· Child Tax Credit is an allowance for parents with children still in full-time non-advanced education. If you have a child who is registered blind or gets Disability Living Allowance, you may get extra Child Tax Credit. 

Ring the Tax Credits Helpline on 0845 300 3900 or visit direct.gov.uk/taxcredits
Claim a free Vehicle Tax Disc

People receiving the higher rate mobility component of Disability Living Allowance do not have to pay vehicle tax (also known as Road Tax). Many blind people rely on relatives or carers to drive them and they can nominate a relative or carer to receive the exemption on their vehicle tax. The vehicle must be registered in the name of the person with the disability or a nominee and must only be used by or for the purposes of the disabled person named. 
You’ll need to request an exemption certificate from the Disability Living Allowance Unit on 0845 712 3456 or you can download form V188 from the Driver Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) website dvla.gov.uk
National Insurance

You should no longer pay National Insurance contributions if you carry on working after State Pension age. If you are, call HMRC on 0845 302 1479 to request an Age Exception Certificate to give to your employer.
Buy specialist products without paying VAT

You can buy products specifically designed for disabled people – including blind and partially sighted people – without paying VAT on them. This also applies to friends, family members and charities buying for, or on behalf of, blind and partially sighted people. Call our helpline on 0303 123 9999 or visit rnib.org.uk/shop. 

Call the VAT helpline on 0845 302 0203 if you have a query about which goods and services for disabled people are zero-rated for VAT or see the HMRC website.
Further information

HMRC

The HMRC website, hmrc.gov.uk, has a lot more information about these issues including up to date tax rates and allowances. It also has a tax checker which is a simple way of checking whether you're paying the right amount of tax. It cannot be used by everyone, so check the list of exceptions first. Visit hmrc.gov.uk/calcs/stc.htm. 

For general income tax enquiries telephone HMRC on 0845 300 0627. 

HMRC phone numbers
· Blind person's allowance: 0845 366 7887
· Income tax: 0845 300 0627
· National Insurance: 0845 302 1479
· Tax Credits: 0845 300 3900
· VAT: 0845 302 0203
Tax Help for Older People (known as TOP) 

This is an independent, voluntary organisation that gives free advice on tax issues for older people on lower incomes over the telephone or by arranging a face to face appointment. Call 0845 601 3321 or 01308 488 066 or visit taxvol.org.uk 

TaxAid

TaxAid is a UK charity providing free tax advice to people on lower incomes who cannot afford to pay a professional adviser. The service is independent and confidential. Call 0345 120 3779 (Monday to Friday, 10.00 to 12.00 noon) or visit taxaid.org.uk
RNIB Helpline

Your direct line to support, advice and products

Telephone: 0303 123 9999

Email: helpline@rnib.org.uk

Website: rnib.org.uk
This publication gives general guidance only and is not an authoritative statement of the law. 

All figures refer to the tax year 2011–2012.
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