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Aitken, Rosemary 
Against the tide. 2006. Read by June Barrie, 9 hours 13 minutes. TB 17234.

Twin sisters Winnie and Dora are accustomed to conflict. Their fisherman father has always been a controversial figure, stirring up resentment among the locals for his modern fishing techniques. His only ambition for his daughters is to see them married well, but his plans do not include Dora falling in the love with local miner's son Davy. Winnie marries wealthy businessman Nathan Zeal, whose cousin attractive older widower Zachariah shows an interest in Dora. Winnie encourages the match, and fate and family conspire to put an end to Dora's romantic hopes and her beloved job. When the Great War intervenes in all their lives, Dora, for the first time, attempts to forge a life that she wants. But can it include Davy? TB 17234.
Andrews, V C 

Midnight whispers. 2004. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 12 hours 44 minutes. TB 14359. 

Cutler series; book 4. Sequel to: Twilight's child, TB 14312. Happy and innocent, Dawn's daughter Christie has grown up in the safest, most loving of homes. Yet Christie can't help feeling as if a dark cloud hovers over Cutler's Cove... a cloud whose origins lie in her family's troubled history and in the many questions that no-one, not even Dawn, will answer. Only one person can always chase away her blues: Gavin, Daddy Jimmy's young and handsome stepbrother. TB 14359.
Andrews, V C 

If there be thorns. 1981. Read by Judy Franklin, 12 hours 38 minutes. TB 6293.

Dollengager family; book 3. Sequel to: Petals on the wind, TB 6227. The family are still troubled by the hidden secrets of their past, as their parents' black heritage begins to haunt them once more, and torment and twist the next generation. Only if they can forgive their mother and forego their final revenge will peace return to them at last. Contains violence. TB 6293.
Andrews, V C 

Fallen hearts. 1988. Read by Laura Brook, 11 hours 34 minutes. TB 9380.

Casteel family series; book 3. Sequel to: Dark angel, TB 6972. As Logan's bride, Heaven would now savour the love she had sought so long. Free from her father's clutches, she would live again in her backwoods town, a respected teacher and cherished wife. Then the ghosts of her past rise up to threaten her fragile happiness, challenging her precious love with scandal and jealousy, sinister passions and dangerous dreams. TB 9380.
Andrews, V C 

All that glitters. 1995. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 11 hours 4 minutes. TB 10616. 
Landry family series; book 3. Sequel to: Pearl in the mist, TB 10430. Living again in a humble shack, Ruby is determined to make a secure and happy home for her daughter, Pearl. Paul Tate, her first love, whom she was forced to abandon - is at her side once more, now a man of dazzling wealth. When he whisks her into his grand house, it seems their future is assured. As mistress of Cypress Woods, Ruby can forget even the shocking reason she and Paul must wed in a secret ceremony and remain husband and wife in name alone. TB 10616.
Armstrong, Thomas 

Our London office. 1966. Read by Stephen Jack, 14 hours 51 minutes. TB 103. 

The Crowther chronicles; book 4. Sequel to: Sue Crowther's marriage, TB 492. Simjoss, youngest son of the Crowther family, comes to London to start up his business. TB 103.
Bates, H E 
When the green woods laugh. 1960. Read by Raymond Anderson, 4 hours 30 minutes. TB 7056. 
The Larkins series; book 3. Sequel to: A breath of French air, TB 7032. The full Larkin orchestra is back on the rural fiddle in Kent and - with Angela Snow around - the Brigadier may be too old to ride but he is young enough to fall! Pop is as sexy, genial, generous and boozy as ever and Ma is a worthy match for him in all these qualities. TB 7056.
Bennett, Arnold 

Hilda Lessways. 1976. Read by Eric Gillett, 12 hours. TB 1231. 

Clayhanger trilogy; book 2. Sequel to: Clayhanger, TB 1230. Hilda's own story shows why, though in love with Edwin Clayhanger, she married another. TB 1231.
Bennett, Arnold 

These twain. 1976. Read by Peter Gray, 17 hours 45 minutes. TB 2494.

Clayhanger trilogy; book 3. The story of Edwin and Hilda's marriage and Hilda's son George. TB 2494.
Bennett, Jonathan 

After Battersea Park. 2001. Read by Geoffrey Pierpoint, 4 hours 45 minutes. TB 17671.

Curt and William are identical twins, separated at the age of four, unaware of each other's existence and of the fact that they have been adopted. The suicide of Curt's adoptive mother unlocks the secret of their parentage. Called to a reunion in Hawaii, they finally meet their biological parents and learn of the tragic circumstances behind their separation. Contains strong language. TB 17671.
Berry, Michelle 

What we all want. 2001. Read by Ann Saunders, 8 hours 18 minutes. TB 17668.

Three siblings gather to bury their mother. Billy and Thomas fled their mother's agoraphobia long ago, but Hilary remained at home. Reunited, the siblings are each keeping a secret. A reunion between Hilary and Dick Mortimer, the funeral director and her former childhood sweetheart, provides them all with a renewed sense of possibility and a release from the past. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17668.
Billington, Rachel 

Occasion of sin. 1982. Read by Diana Bishop, 12 hours 48 minutes. TB 10129.

Successfully married, loving mother, clever career woman and staunch Catholic Laura imagines her life is under control. Then, to her dismay, she falls passionately in love with Martin and her life erupts into chaos, leaving her buffeted by elation, guilt and desire. She is forced to choose between her lover and her son and this is the story of her struggle to reconcile her commitments to her faith, her family and herself. TB 10129.
Binchy, Maeve 

Whitethorn woods. 2007. Read by Stephen Armstrong and Caroline Lennon, 11 hours 10 minutes. TB 15346.

Everything is changing in Rossmore. No longer a sleepy Irish town, where the young people leave to travel the world; nowadays it's a prosperous place, so busy that a new bypass has been proposed. The people of Rossmore are divided, particularly since the road will go right through Whitethorn Woods and the well dedicated to St Ann. TB 15346.
Binchy, Maeve 

Firefly summer. 1987. Read by Kate Binchy, 23 hours 49 minutes. TB 6965.

Kate and John Ryan of Ryan's Licensed Premises have four children. The eldest, Michael and Dara, are 12-year-old twins and the small town makes an unchanging background for their golden growing years. Then the ivy-clad ruins of Fernscourt are bought by Patrick O'Neill. He is an American with a dream in his heart: to return with his two handsome children to the village that once evicted his grandfather. TB 6965.
Binchy, Maeve 

Minding Frankie. 2010. Read by Kate Binchy, 12 hours 58 minutes. TB 18613.

Baby Frankie is born into an unusual family. Her mother is desperate to find someone to take care of her child and she doesn't have much time. Noel doesn't seem to be the most promising of fathers but despite everything he could well be Frankie's best hope. As for Lisa, she is prepared to give up everything for the man she loves; surely he's going to love her back? And Moira is having none of it. She knows what's right, and has the power to change the course of Frankie's life but Moira is hiding secrets of her own. Minding Frankie is a story about unconventional families, relationships which aren't quite what they seem, and the child at the heart of everyone's lives. TB 18613.
Bingham, Charlotte 

Debutantes. 1995. Read by Judy Bennett, 23 hours 13 minutes. TB 10557.

A century ago, only marriage offered a nicely brought up girl escape from the domination of her parents. The path to freedom was a Season in London, but along the way she had to survive a terrifying few months, in which hopes could only be fulfilled through a marriage proposal. For Lady Emily "Millie" Hebe Persse, it meant leaving her beloved Ireland, for Portia Tradescant, plucked from a convent and working class foster parents, it meant learning new ways under the supervision of adopted Aunt Lottie and, for Mother dominated southern belle May Fitzharding Gibbons, it leads to realisation of undiscovered gifts. TB 10557.
Blair, Jessica 

Stay with me. 2010. Read by Sherry Baines, 12 hours 58 minutes. TB 18246.

Whitby, 1879. Following the death of her parents in the Tay Bridge disaster, twenty-three-year-old Lena Carnforth expects to inherit at least half of her father's thriving shipping and merchant business. But her father leaves the entire business to his stepson, James. Instead of working, it's generally accepted that Lena will wed lifelong friend, Alistair, even though she has doubts about their relationship. Then Lena meets the attractive shipping rival Peter Hustwick and sees him as the answer to all her prayers. She also now has the opportunity to help build up Peter's business - and undermine James's firm, which she regards as rightly hers. But when disaster strikes, Lena is devastated to realise just how carried away she's become with her desire for success. TB 18246.
Boylan, Clare 

Last resorts. 1986. Read by Kate Moon, 7 hours 58 minutes. TB 7166.

Harriet has brought up her three children alone, watching them change from trusting tots into unpredictable, rage-driven egomaniacs. She has forced herself to take a succession of lovers while all the time she longs for an ordinary life. Each year she goes off to Greece with her children and her easel ... but this year turns out to be a bit different. A warm and funny story alive with character and truth. TB 7166.
Bradford, Barbara Taylor 

To be the best. 1988. Read by Maggie Jones, 19 hours 45 minutes. TB 7453.

The Emma Harte saga; book 3. Sequel to: Hold the dream, TB 5891. Set in Yorkshire and Australia, Hong Kong and America, the story of the Harte family goes on. To hold onto Emma Harte's dream and ensure that it becomes her own children's glittering legacy, Paula O'Neill must be more ruthless than her grandmother - she must be "the best". Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7453.
Bradford, Barbara Taylor 

Heirs of Ravenscar. 2008. Read by Mark Elstob, 17 hours 20 minutes. TB 16070. 

House of Deravenel series; book 2. Sequel to The Ravenscar dynasty, TB 14838. As the First World War draws to a close, all seems golden for young Edward Deravenel, charismatic head of the family empire and master of Ravenscar. Yet beneath the surface lies discord. Elizabeth Deravenel, his beautiful wife, is jealous and her lies and gossip damage the family name. Worse still is Edward's brother George. His reckless behaviour and treachery lead to blackmail and betrayal. The fortunes of the house of Deravenel begin to suffer. It is up to Edward's daughter Bess, and her son Harry to secure the Ravenscar inheritance. TB 16070.
Bromige, Iris 

One day, my love. 1980. Read by Patience Tomlinson, 6 hours 23 minutes. TB 14176.

Nick Barbary was handsome, successful and a confirmed bachelor. He also managed to keep his private life as private as his interfering grandmother and sister would allow. When he meets their latest cause, Deborah Ryan, and finds his defences seriously weakened, Nick is annoyed first and later plain bemused. TB 14176.
Brookner, Anita 

Family romance. 1993. Read by Frances Jeater, 7 hours 32 minutes. TB 10296.

Paul and Henrietta Manning are ill prepared for the eruption into their lives of her brother-in-law's widow. Her ways are not their ways, but their alliance is accepted by them both as not only inevitable but also as of great value. TB 10296.
Brown, Benita 

A dream of her own. 2001. Read by Gloria Sanders, 14 hours 13 minutes. TB 17956. 

It's a cold winter's night in 1906 but nothing can dampen the high spirits of Constance Bannerman and her fellow skivvy, Nella. For tomorrow, Constance can escape her life of drudgery at Doctor Sowerby's home in Newcastle by marrying her sweetheart, the prosperous John Edington. But Constance's last night of servitude ends in terror when the doctor's dissolute son, Gerald, violently rapes her. Distraught, Constance marries John the next day with a heavy heart. She cannot tell him what has happened for his family is respectable. Or so she thinks. Contains strong language and violence. TB 17956.
Brown, Benita 
The dressmaker. 2008. Read by Gloria Sanders, 14 hours 38 minutes. TB 18161.

Emmeline Dornay's dying wish is for her daughter Melissa to have a home. But when the funeral is over, Melissa discovers that her future looks bleak. Wealthy Lilian Winterton will honour her promise and put a roof over  Melissa's head, but only if she can earn her keep. As an unpaid seamstress in the grand Winterton household, Melissa is ignored by the family and mistrusted by their servants. And when scandal occurs and the blame lands unfairly at her feet, she is thrown on to the streets. Left with nothing but her needle and thread, Melissa finds her dreams are in tatters. But can the rags of her life be sewn into riches? TB 18161.
Bruneau, Carol 

Purple for sky. 2000. Read by Sondra Bolton, 15 hours 34 minutes. TB 17548.

Set in Nova Scotia, this tale of loyalty and isolation, spanning over 100 years, is told through the eyes of three women from three generations of the Lewis family. After a lifetime of submission, Lindy discovers a secret that threatens the loyalty that she prizes and that has kept her religious, shop-keeping family together. She is now forced to decide between what she has always thought to be true and an uncertain future. Contains strong language. TB 17548.
Burgh, Anita 

The family. 1999. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 21 hours 31 minutes. TB 12096.

Jill expected to live happily ever after with her husband. She believed that if she worked hard enough, no one need know of the problems that lurked beneath the surface. But, when disaster strikes, Jill is catapulted alone into a new life and faces the millennium a changed and tougher woman. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12096.
Carter, Angela 

Wise children. 1991. Read by Gretel Davis, 11 hours 13 minutes. TB 9107.

The tangled fortunes of two theatrical families, the Hazards and the Changes range from Broadway in the 1890s to London in 1915, from a Hollywood adaptation of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" to London in the Blitz, culminating in the present day with Sir Melchior Hazard's hundredth birthday party. A rumbustious family saga that also celebrates the lore and magic of show business, from Shakespeare to the movies to Vaudeville. Contains strong language. TB 9107.
Cole, Harry 

Billie's bunch. 1995. Read by Raymond Sawyer, 16 hours 53 minutes. TB 10671.

Billie Bardell is as beautiful and voluptuous now as when she was the leading lady of the London music halls. Kept young by the activities of Julia, her maid's daughter and her gardener, Duncan, Billie is the giver of comfort and happiness to her household of employees. However, domestic stability is rocked when Julia takes Duncan to the heart of the workers' strike in 1926. When Duncan is seen to change sides, Julia feels betrayed and disappointed and begins to have serious doubts about his love. Contains strong language. TB 10671.
Collier, Catrin 

Broken rainbows. 2001. Read by Helen Griffin, 13 hours 47 minutes. TB 17143.

It is 1942 and America's entry into the war brings dramatic changes to Pontypridd. Colonel David Ford of the US army and his regiment descend on the small community left behind by their own men, bringing with them inevitable complications. TB 17143.
Conlon, Kathleen 

A twisted skein. 1975. Read by Carol Marsh, 12 hours 51 minutes. TB 2773.

Against a North Country background, the story unfolds of three gifted children and their ultimate breakthrough to freedom from the family patterns of the past. TB 2773.
Cookson, Catherine 

The bonny dawn. Read by Susan Jameson, 4 hours 5 minutes. TB 13492.

On the cliff-top, overlooking the sea, Brid Stevens and Joe Lloyd watched the sun come up. What was to occur after that was to bring a day of promise to a tragic end, with consequences of their innocent meeting far more significant than the event itself. TB 13492.
Cookson, Catherine 

The dwelling place. 1973. Read by Elaine Claxton, 13 hours 44 minutes. TB 16067.

In 1832 Cissie Brodie's parents die of the fever, but rather than let her nine brothers and sisters go to the workhouse she sets up a dwelling place in a cave and starts a heroic fight to rear them under appalling conditions. TB 16067.
Court, Dilly 

Cinderella sister. 2011. Read by Sherry Baines, 14 hours 10 minutes. TB 18850.

Lily Larkin is the youngest of six and the least important member of her talented, argumentative, temperamental family. With their father dead and their mother a stranger to them, she must stay at home and keep house whilst her elder siblings go out to work. Lily's head is full of dreams but soon her life changes forever. TB 18850.
Cox, Josephine 

Jessica's Girl. 1993. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 16 hours 27 minutes. TB 11868.

On her deathbed, Jessica Mulligan gives her daughter a warning. But it is one that Phoebe Mulligan cannot heed; she has no choice but to throw herself on the very man her mother urged her to distrust, a man whose house, far from Phoebe's beloved home in London's East End, is as forbidding and cold as its owner: her uncle. Banished to a bare attic, she cannot understand why he treats her so badly. But she is not to know the guilty secret that lies in his past and that casts its sinister shadow over his feelings for his lovely niece. TB 11868.
Cox, Josephine 

Nobody's darling. 1993. Read by Carole Boyd, 15 hours 45 minutes. TB 11721.

With her rich brown hair and lovely blue eyes, Ruby Miller has a special place in her mother's heart. Money is short in the Miller household and, though her mother tells her that she will never be able to exchange poverty for riches, Ruby hatches a plan to move into those circles where wealth and security go hand in hand. Introduced to society at a party for the 'gentry' of Blackburn, she has a fateful encounter - with Luke Arnold, a sly and evil man who hides his true ways beneath a patina of charm. Little is Ruby to know what troubles this man will bring. TB 11721.
Cox, Josephine 

The loner. 2007. Read by Christian Rodska, 10 hours 32 minutes. TB 15606.

After a tragic accident involving his mother, and the disappearance of his father, young Davie flees his home-town of Blackburn. Devastated, he must escape the memories of the worst night in his young life. With little more than the shirt on his back and a fierce determination to find his father, he sets off on a lonely, friendless road. Back home, those Davie has left behind wait anxiously: Judy, his childhood friend who has held a secret close to her heart these past few years, and Joseph, his grandfather whose guilt at the events of that dreadful night burns right to his soul. Will they ever see Davie again? TB 15606.
Crowley, Elaine 

Dreams of other days. 1984. Read by Margaret D'Arcy, 18 hours 44 minutes. TB 6495.

On the eve of her wedding Katy O'Donnell meets and falls in love with the best friend of her husband-to-be. In the grip of their grand passion they sweep aside all objections and marry. A story of two families, one rich, the other poor and the devastation of a village as it falls under the shadow of famine. TB 6495.
Davis, Jane 

Half-truths and white lies. 2009. Read by Karen Cass and Graham Seed, 8 hours 34 minutes. TB 17266.

When Tom Fellows proclaims that a Venn diagram is a far better way of illustrating modern family ties than a traditional family tree, his young daughter Andrea has no idea that he is referring to their own situation. It is only when she loses both parents in a shocking car accident that she takes an interest in her own genealogy and begins to realise that her perfect upbringing was not all it seemed. TB 17266.
Dawkins, Louisa 

Chasing shadows. 1989. Read by Elizabeth Morgan, 12 hours 14 minutes. TB 7798.

Joanna aged 10, finds her family life disintegrating when her elder brother James has a passionate affair with her governess, to whom she is much attached. Sent to boarding school by her distant and un-caring parents, Joanna struggles to cope with the loss of the two people who mean most to her and to build a meaningful life for herself. TB 7798.
De Rosa, Domenica 

The Italian quarter. 2005. Read by Aileen Gonsalves, 7 hours 20 minutes. TB 14485.

The Di Napolis may have been raised in England, but their souls are Italian. Charismatic, irascible and defiantly Italian, Cesare presides over his large family much like his Roman namesake. But when a journalist begins asking questions about his allegiances during the war, Sophie realises how little she really knows her adored grandfather. She embarks with him on a journey of discovery through turn of the century Naples, 1920s Clerkenwell and the war years, in the course which she learns something else: whom it is that she really loves. TB 14485.
Delderfield, R F

Post of honour: book 2 of a horseman riding by. 1968. Read by Christopher Oxford, 27 hours 5 minutes. TB 15131. 

The Craddocks of Shallowford series; book 2. Sequel to: Long summer day, TB 15130. On village greens throughout Britain, stone memorials stand witness to the Great War and its terrible cost in human life. The remote Devon village of Shallowford is no exception. Many of its men fail to return, and many of those who do are forced to adapt painfully to the changing conditions of country life. As the aftermath of one war gives way to the gathering storm of the next, it is Paul Craddock's faith and firmness that help Shallowford to overcome slump and misery, and to face new dangers with confidence and courage. TB 15131.
Dewar, Isla 

Getting out of the house. 2006. Read by Ruth Sillers, 14 hours 43 minutes. TB 15892.

As a child, Nora waged war on her mother, Maisie. It relieved the hurt she felt when she overheard Maisie say she preferred her older daughter, Cathryn. Now, Nora lives in Edinburgh, far from her gaudily decorated suburban London home and the volatile Maisie. She is introduced to a circle of friends who all work in the same publisher's offices. In Brendan, the gentle deputy editor, she finds a friend who shares her deprecating humour, and fascination with trivia, as they chat and walk about town. And in Nathan, she finds a lover she adores. Though always braced for betrayal, this time it takes her by storm. It is only when she learns to forgive, and be forgiven, that she begins to come to terms with her past. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 15892.
Dewar, Isla 

A winter bride. 2011. Read by Sally Armstrong, 9 hours 35 minutes. TB 18953.

While her mother regards the Locarno Dancehall as a den of iniquity, for seventeen-year-old, shop-girl, Nell McClusky, it's the centre of the universe. Where else is she going to meet the man of her dreams who'll take her away from the hum-drum realities of life on a council estate in 1950s Edinburgh? At first Alistair Rutherford doesn't look that promising. He dresses more like a student than Nell's idol, Buddy Holly. But Alistair comes from a wealthy family and is studying to be a lawyer, two things that mean that Nell soon has plans to leave her dance hall days far behind her. But the reality of marriage is far different to Nell's romantic notions. Contains strong language. TB 18953.
Donovan, Anne 

Buddha Da. 2003. Read by Sally Armstrong and Jonathan Hackett, 9 hours 23 minutes. TB 13030.

Anne Marie's Da, a Glaswegian painter and decorator, has always been game for a laugh. So when he first takes up meditation at the Buddhist Centre, no one takes him seriously, especially when his pursuit of the new lama ends in a trip round the Carmunnock bypass. But as Jimmy becomes more involved in a search for the spiritual, his beliefs start to come into conflict with the needs of his wife, Liz. Cracks appear in their apparently happy family life, and the ensuing events change the lives of each family member. TB 13030.
Dove, Jean 

Worlds apart. 1985. Read by Rosemary Davis, 16 hours. TB 6338.

The Hobbarts have always lived at Worlds End, struggling constantly to pay the bills on their Pennine hill farm. The Weeldons yearn for life in the country from the safety of their bright, modern house in the suburbs of Leeds. When they contrive to exchange houses, they form a link between the people who love them, hate them, and pass for a moment through their lives. Contains strong language. TB 6338.
Drabble, Margaret 

The witch of Exmoor. 1997. Read by Clive Swift, 10 hours 47 minutes. TB 11080.

A midsummer's evening, and the Palmer family are coming to the end of an enjoyable meal. The family conversation is brought back to the problem of Frieda, their famous and eccentric mother, who has gone off to live alone in Exmoor. What is she plotting? What will she do with her money? Is she really writing her memoirs? And why has she disappeared? This novel unravels the story of a family whose lives are violently disrupted by a succession of sinister, messy events. TB 11080.
Drummond, Emma 

A question of honour. 1994. Read by Norma West, 16 hours 56 minutes. TB 11098. 

The Knightshill saga; book 1. The Ashleigh siblings of Knightshill are bound by the standards of late Victorian society. Vere - artistic and peace-loving, driven to battle by a woman who doubts his honour. Valentine - handsome and valiant, having left Knightshill on the heels of scandal. Margaret - locked in marriage to a missionary, weighing the cost of happiness with her lover against social exclusion. This book describes danger, passion, military hardship and heroism set against a vivid backdrop of history. TB 11098.
Du Maurier, Daphne 
Hungry hill. 2008. Read by Maureen O'Brien, 16 hours 28 minutes, TB 18311.

A story of five generations of an Irish family and the copper mine of Hungry Hill with which their fortunes and fate are so closely bound. TB 18311.

Elgin, Elizabeth 

Where bluebells chime. 1996. Read by John Davitt, 26 hours 44 minutes. TB 11123. 

Sutton family series; book 3. Sequel to Daisychain summer, TB 10775. Set during the Second World War, this book focuses on Daisy, Alice and Tom's spirited daughter, and her love for her childhood friend Keth Purvis. Daisy is a Wren, Keth involved in secret war work in America. Will their passion survive the dramas of a world at war? These are years of danger and change for the Suttons. TB 11123.
Farrant, Natasha 

Diving into light. 2008. Read by Charlie Norfolk, 8 hours 46 minutes. TB 16511.

Every summer throughout her childhood, Florence would return to her family home on the west coast of France, where she would be joined by her exotic, hopelessly glamorous cousins and life as she knew it would begin under the benevolent eye of her grandmother Mimi. It was a heady existence of illicit drinking, stolen kisses and the bittersweet pains of first love. But now Florence is living completely alone with her new baby. Haunted by nightmares, she cannot open the letters from her grandmother accumulating on her mantelpiece. What devastating truth do these letters hold? Why has Florence turned her back on her past? And will she and Mimi ever be able to escape the guilt that is tearing them apart and has shaken their family to its very core? Contains strong language. TB 16511.
Flynn, Katie 

In time for Christmas. 2009. Read by Ginita Jinenez, 14 hours 46 minutes. TB 16898.

Addy and Prue Fairweather live with Nell, their widowed mother. The sisters, however, are very different. Addy is dark-haired, plain and always in trouble whereas Prue is flaxen-haired, blue-eyed and as angelic as her looks imply. To make matters worse, Nell makes no secret of her preference for the younger girl, increasing Addy's jealousy. TB 16898.
Flynn, Katie 

Heading home. 2010. Read by Suzanna Goldberg, 10 hours 12 minutes. TB 17561.

Claudia Muldoon and her younger sister, Jenny, live with their parents and their gran in her house in Blodwen Street. Both parents have good jobs and the family assume they are settled for life, but then Grandpa Muldoon has a seizure and begs his son to return to Ireland and the family croft. The Muldoons leave and Gran has to take in lodgers to make ends meet, for the Depression is beginning to bite. In Ireland however, the Muldoons flourish and the girls love the freedom of their new life, though as they grow up, disadvantages become clear. TB 17561.
Forrester, Helen 

Liverpool Daisy. 1994. Read by Becky Hindley, 7 hours 2 minutes. TB 12246.

Daisy is the Nan of a poverty-stricken family and devoted friend of the dying Nellie O'Brien. One dark night, cornered by three drunken sailors, Daisy yields herself to them and when they pay her, she realises how she can earn a living. She becomes the toast of the waterfront, managing to hide her occupation from her family. When her stoker husband returns from sea she realises, terror-stricken, that the moment of truth has arrived. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 12246.
Forster, Margaret 

The travels of Maudie Tipstaff. 1967. Read by Jacqueline King, 7 hours 39 minutes. TB 14646.

Sixty-eight, and alone for the first time in her life, Maudie decides to spend four months with each of her three married children; but Maudie is hard and unforgiving, and each visit is somehow not what she hoped for. TB 14646.
Gaffney, Patricia 

Flight lessons. Read by Tara Ward, 12 hours 40 minutes. TB 13515.

Anne admired and emulated her unmarried Aunt Rose, who led a much more exotic and glamorous life than her mother. But when Anna's mother lies dying, Anna finds out that the woman she looked to more than her own mother betrayed them both in the worst way. Now an acutely mistrustful adult, Anna suffers yet another betrayal, at the hands of her lover. Looking for an escape, Anna returns home, though it means helping her aunt run the family restaurant. Rose, who for 20 years has struggled to regain Anna's trust, realizes that although her niece has come home, it's clear she doesn't plan to stay. Feelings are frosty as ever, and Anna is so dead set on leaving, that she fails to recognize true love, even as it reaches up to grab her by the heart. TB 13515.
Gaskin, Catherine 

The charmed circle. 1988. Read by Carol Marsh, 28 hours 53 minutes. TB 7382.

The charmed circle of the Seymour family, a small group who appear to have everything - talent, fame, beauty, money and power - are not immune to tragedy. When this comes it serves only to bring the sisters and their father even closer together: a dramatic saga starting on a clear summer's day during the Battle of Britain. TB 7382.
Goudge, Elizabeth 

The herb of grace. 1948. Read by Arthur Bush, 13 hours 44 minutes. TB 728. 

The Eliots of Damerosehay series; book 2. Sequel to The bird in the tree, TB14339. Continuing the story of the Eliot family in their charming Hampshire home, Damerosehay. TB 728.
Gower, Iris 

The rowan tree. 2004. Read by Di Langford, 10 hours 53 minutes. TB 13984. 

The drovers series; book 1. Manon Jenkins has led a cherished childhood in the sleepy village of Five Saints in the heart of Wales, but when her beloved father dies she is left homeless and alone. She refuses to marry Morgan Lewis, a man she doesn't love and longs, instead, for Caradoc Jones, the son of a famous cattle drover. In desperation, she accepts a job as chaperone to Caradoc's spoilt sister and joins the drovers on the road to London. TB 13984.
Gower, Iris 

Bargain bride. 2008. Read by Nerys Hughes, 8 hours 16 minutes. TB 17377.

Young Charlotte Mortimer loves her job teaching the poor children in the local school and she is happy with her steadfast fiancé Luke. Then, one day, a terrible mining explosion rocks the town and suddenly everything Charlotte thinks she knows is thrown into doubt. The arrival of wealthy businessman Justin Weatherby complicates things further. Charlotte must marry him to save the school she loves even if it means sacrificing everything else that is dear to her. There are secrets and lies at every turn to challenge her; will she ever make it as a bargain bride? And can she ever love the austere man who has married her and saved her beloved school from certain destruction? Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17377.
Graham, Margaret 

Only the wind is free. 1988. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 18 hours 28 minutes. TB 7340.

A saga of hardship, hope and courage in a family in the north-east of England during the two world wars and the hungry years between. The story travels from the coal-grimed back streets of a mining town to the mountains of Kashmir and a Japanese POW camp, and centres round the fierce determination of Annie Manon to escape and fight for the people she loves. TB 7340.
Groves, Annie 

Across the Mersey. 2008. Read by Laura Dos Santos, 11 hours 23 minutes. TB 18123. 

Campion Family series; book 1. Jean and Vi are twins but couldn't be more different. Jean's proud of her honest, hardworking husband and their children, but there's never a penny to spare. Vi's equally proud of her husband's new role as a local councillor and their elegant new house, and has raised her children to expect the best. As war breaks out, agonising decisions must be faced. Should the oldest children enlist? Should the youngest be evacuated? All the traditional certainties are overturned. Then the twins' own younger sister, singer Francine, returns home unexpectedly and stirs up the past, even in the midst of present danger. Contains strong language. TB 18123.
Groves, Annie 
Daughters of Liverpool. 2009. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 11 hours 39 minutes. TB 18495. 

Campion Family series; book 2. Katie's full of trepidation as she arrives in Liverpool. It's her first posting and she can't even speak about it to the family she's billeted with. But she's delighted to find herself among such warm people, who make her feel as if she's one of their own. Which is just fine with everyone but Luke, son of the household and battle-scarred veteran of Dunkirk. Then the bombs begin to rain on Liverpool and everyone must realise what matters most in life. TB 18495.
Hamilton, Ruth 

The corner house. 1998. Read by Marlene Sidaway, 12 hours 25 minutes. TB 11915.

When Bernard Walsh moved his family to Liverpool he did not expect his past to pursue him. But then Theresa Nolan, bent on revenge, arrived in the city. While she wrought havoc, two young girls trod paths separated by fate, but joined by blood, winding their routes towards the Corner House. Contains strong language. TB 11915.
Hamilton, Ruth 

The September Starlings. 1994. Read by Marlene Sidaway, 22 hours 50 minutes. TB 11655.

Laura, now wealthy and successful, had survived a bitter past and endured poverty, fear and pain. Then along had come the older and wiser Ben, who had smoothed her path and given her love and security - but now Ben had become a stranger beyond her reach. TB 11655.
Harris, Rosie 

The power of dreams. 2007. Read by Nerys Hughes, 8 hours 40 minutes. TB 15971.

After losing both her parents, sixteen-year-old Merrion Roberts is left to bring up her baby sister. Unable to cope alone, she teams up with Rhonda Rees, a trained milliner, who also has a young baby. They share rooms in notorious Tiger Bay in Cardiff, struggling to make ends meet. In time, though, they are able to open up a little shop and it seems as if life is looking up for both young women. But, fate soon intervenes and they are reduced to living in even greater squalor, barely able to eke out enough money to support themselves let alone their two children. Meanwhile, Merrion's brother and her childhood sweetheart have both gone to sea and she has almost given up hope of ever seeing them alive again. TB 15971.
Harris, Rosie 

One step forward. 2008. Read by Nerys Hughes, 8 hours 10 minutes. TB 16619.

Ever since she was eight years old, Katie Roberts has dreamed of getting away from the Cardiff slums where she lives. When she is only a girl, her father is imprisoned for theft leaving his wife and Katie homeless and penniless. TB 16619.
Harris, Rosie 
Looking for love. 2008. Read by Nerys Hughes, 8 hours 38 minutes. TB 18488.

Abbie Martin has grown up in squalor in one of Liverpool's most deprived areas. The youngest of three, she longs to be loved by her mother, but Ellen spends all her time with her eldest son, while Abbie and her brother, Sam, take refuge with their neighbours, Sandra Lewis and Peter Ryan. Although vibrant and attractive, Abbie pushes people away with her constant need for reassurance. Infatuated with Peter, she longs for the day when he tells her that he loves her. And Sam is courting Sandra. But Peter and Sandra have a secret - one that could destroy the friends' relationship should it become known. Will Abbie finally find the security and affection she has been searching for all her life, or will she always be looking for love? TB 18488.
Harris, Rosie 

A love like ours. 2010. Read by Nerys Hughes, 9 hours 17 minutes. TB 18721.

When seventeen-year-old Ruth Davies' father is invalided out of the Great War, the whole family has little choice but to move to the infamous Tiger Bay area of Cardiff. Not only faced with a life of adversity, Ruth and her mother Caitlin also share a secret, one that no one else must ever know. Ruth and Caitlin's wages are barely enough to put food on the table let alone pay the rent. And an increasingly neglected young Glynis runs wild. When Caitlin contracts tuberculosis and dies they have no option but to move into an even more squalid neighbourhood. But, Ruth is still determined to keep their secret, at all costs. That is, until their father dies unexpectedly and an ever more desperate Ruth and Glynis find themselves living hand-to-mouth. TB 18721.
Harrison, Sarah 

A flower that's free. 1984. Read by Carol Marsh, 32 hours 51 minutes. TB 5441.

Sequel to Flowers of the field, TB 4885. Exotic as a tiger lily, Kate Kingsley leaves her home in Kenya to journey to England and her unknown relations. But far from finding the freedom she longs for, she chafes against the formality of an upper class English household. But world events overtake personal upheavals and all are caught up in the perilous horrors of a world again at war. Contains strong language. TB 5441.
Harrison, Sarah 

An imperfect lady. 1988. Read by Carol Marsh, 28 hours 9 minutes. TB 7504.

Born with the century, Adeline Gundry grew up in the idyllic surroundings of the Devon countryside, a carefree, rumbustious childhood but from the first she was different: striking rather than conventionally beautiful, artistic yet with an ambition to succeed - a story of three marriages and a betrayal set against seven decades of rapid change. TB 7504.
Harrison, Sarah 

The nightingale's nest. Read by Julie Maisey, 13 hours 59 minutes. TB 14793. 
Swan music series; book 2. Sequel to: Swan music, TB 14605. Left a young widow by the Great War, the resourceful Pamela Griffe goes to work for the Jarvises, a couple whose Highgate house is a mecca for artists. She is particularly drawn to the work of waiflike Suzannah Murchie, and to the subject of one of her portraits, John Ashe. He is a man of contradictions – handsome but horribly disfigured; philanthropic but ruthless; influential but secretive. When Pamela accepts employment with him she becomes aware that she has entered into a pact with the devil – a part that she gradually determines to turn to her own advantage. TB 14793.
Harry, Lilian 

Keep smiling through. 1996. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 18 hours 3 minutes. TB 15703.

April Grove series; book 3. Sequel to The girls they left behind, TB 11804. May 1941 - and the people of April Grove in Portsmouth are beginning to feel the war will never end. While Betty faces conflict at home over her love for the pacifist Dennis, Carol's bid to escape her carping mother has far-reaching consequences; and Micky, at odds with authority and yearning to be a hero, nearly brings tragedy to them all. Contains strong language. TB 15703.
Harry, Lilian 

Moonlight & lovesongs. 1998. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 17 hours 47 minutes. TB 16203.

April Grove series; book 4.  As the Second World War enters its final year the spirit of the close-knit community in April Grove, Portsmouth refuses to die. Teenager Carol Glaister, forced to give up her baby son, becomes increasingly obsessed by the need to find him again. Ambitious, sexy Diane Shaw leaves the aviation factory for a career in the WAAFs but discovers she is up against far more than she bargained for - in both work and love. And Olive Harker struggles to stay true to a husband she has barely seen since the war began, her love challenged in a way she would never have dreamed possible. Contains strong language. TB 16203.
Henry, Veronica 

The beach hut. 2010. Read by Lucy Scott, 10 hours 41 minutes. TB 18011.

Jane Milton doesn't want to sell her beloved beach hut, which has been the heart of so many family holidays and holds so many happy memories. But when her husband dies, leaving her with an overwhelming string of debts, she has no choice but to sell. The Beach Hut follows the stories of the people who own the beach huts, families who come to Everdene each year, people who fall in - or out of - love, remembering their pasts, or trying to forget them. Contains strong language. TB 18011.
Hensher, Philip 

The northern clemency. 2008. Read by Owain Shaw, 29 hours 31 minutes. TB 16041.

Set in Sheffield, this epic charts the relationship between two families: Malcolm and Katherine Glover and their three children; and their neighbours the Sellers family, newly arrived from London so that Bernie can pursue his job with the Electricity Board. The day the Sellers move in there is a crisis across the road: Malcolm Glover has left home, convinced his wife is having an affair. The consequences of this rupture will spread throughout the lives of both couples and their children, in particular 10-year-old Tim Glover, who never quite recovers from a moment of his mother's public cruelty and the amused taunting of 15-year-old Sandra Sellers, childhood crises that will come to a head twenty years later. In the background, England is changing: from a manufacturing and industrial based economy into a new world of shops, restaurants and service industries, a shift particularly marked in the North with the miners' strike of 1984, which has a dramatic impact on both families. Contains strong language. TB 16041.
Hocking, Mary 

Indifferent heroes. 1986. Read by Kate Binchy, 11 hours 44 minutes. TB 6064. 

Good daughters trilogy; book 2. Sequel to: Good daughters, TB 5565. Family life and the ties of fidelity and friendship are tested to the uttermost as daughters and wives, husbands and friends, struggle to keep open their lines of communication while becoming absorbed into different kinds of life as war touches each of them. TB 5565.
Hoffman, Alice 

Local girls. 2000. Read by Jo Crichton, 4 hours. TB 15238.

This story charts Gretel's progress as she navigates from childhood to the brink of womanhood. She picks her way through the tragedies and absurdities of everyday life in the Samuelson family as they are rocked by disaster, bad judgement and fierce attachments. TB 15238.
Hood, Ann 

Waiting to vanish. 1989. Read by Liza Ross, 8 hours 29 minutes. TB 7736.

The death of Alexander Porter has a traumatic effect on the members of his family who, haunted by his memory, are unable to pursue their lives again. Each one - mother, wife, son and sister - react to the tragedy in different ways, breaking the family apart until the time of reconciliation and acceptance of their grief comes, each having chosen diverging routes to that moment. TB 7736.
Howard, Audrey 

Reflections from the past. 2007. Read by Carole Boyd, 13 hours 39 minutes. TB 16293.

When Abby Murphy discovers she's heiress to one of St Helens' largest glass works, her whole life is turned upside down. Torn from her poverty-stricken family and forbidden to see her childhood sweetheart, Roddy Baxter, she is forced by her tyrannical grandfather to become a lady. Then Roddy disappears and soon, it seems inevitable that Abby will have to marry her grandfather's chosen successor, Noah Goodwin, and bear his children. Trapped in a marriage where she is little more than a possession, Abby is determined that no matter what else might change, nothing will stand in the way of her steadfast passion for Roddy. But is she prepared to give up everything she has now for a love from the past?  Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 16293.
Howard, Audrey 

A time like no other. 2008. Read by Carole Boyd, 12 hours 52 minutes. TB 15669.

Lally Fraser, widowed at twenty, with two sons to raise and little more than debts to live on, seeks comfort with dashing young mill-owner Roly Sinclair. Then he goes off to America and she discovers she is pregnant. She turns to Roly's sensible, reliable, older brother Harry for help. Harry marries her to save her from life as an outcast. He always loved her, even when Lally was a girl, with eyes only for her future husband. But a marriage founded on lies can only lead to heartbreak. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15669.
Howard, Audrey 

The long way home. 2009. Read by Carole Boyd, 13 hours 50 minutes. TB 18334.

Amy Pearson's family is desperately poor - even by the standards of Edwardian Liverpool - but they have each other. Until Amy is torn from her home by her rich aunt, a woman obsessed by religion and snobbery who wants a girl she can mould as she wishes. Clever and pretty, ten-year-old Amy is perfect for her purposes. It is the beginning of a long journey for Amy, as she desperately searches for the family she lost, and a home where she can be free at last from her aunt's possessive tyranny. But she will have to endure a forced marriage and a tragic war before she can at last find what she seeks. TB 18334.
Howard, Elizabeth Jane 

Confusion. 1993. Read by Eva Haddon, 14 hours 15 minutes. TB 10088. 

Cazalet Chronicles; book 3. Sequel to Marking Time, TB 9335. This is the third book in the series following the fortunes of the Cazalet family, from the spring of 1942, through the dark, middle period of the war. Polly and Clary have left Home Place for London, where Archie Lestrange keeps a close eye on them; Louise, surprisingly, has married; Polly makes a painful discovery; Zoe, despairing of Rupert's return, stumbles upon solace, while Edward's duplicity demands a reckoning. TB 10088.
Hutchinson, Meg 

Abel's daughter. 1996. Read by Penelope Freeman, 12 hours 17 minutes. TB 12087.

Wrongly imprisoned, Phoebe Pardoe suffers humiliation and beatings. But her guardian angel, in the form of Sir William Dartmouth eventually engineers her release. Despite being free, however, Phoebe must struggle in the face of prejudices. Contains passages of a sexual nature may be considered offensive. TB 12087.
Hutchinson, Meg 

Child of sin. 2001. Read by Teresa Quigley, 10 hours 40 minutes. TB 18352.

Agnes Ridley has a cruel tongue and a heart of stone: when she discovers housemaid Lizzie Burton has fallen pregnant, she turns her out with only the clothes on her back. If it weren't for loyal Debbie, who follows her friend into exile, Lizzie would be friendless as well as destitute. The girls are blessed when they meet big-hearted Sadie Trent, who takes them in and cherishes them like her own. But even Sadie cannot protect the girls from the vicious malice of Abe Turley, who is determined to take his pleasure - and then his revenge; and from sinister Fleur Masson, who hides an evil trade behind the respectable facade of a fashion house. After such tribulations, can there ever be true happiness for a child of sin? Contains strong language.  TB 18352.
Jacob, Naomi 

That wild lie. 1930. Read by Peter Barker, 11 hours 46 minutes. TB 2513.

The Gollantz saga; book 2. Sequel to The founder of the house, TB 650. The future of the House of Gollantz in England is threatened by the strange behaviour of Emmanuel's oldest son. TB 2513.
Jacobs, Anna 

The Corrigan legacy. 2007. Read by June Barrie, 10 hours 47 minutes. TB 15436.

Maeve Corrigan, once a successful businesswoman and resolutely independent, is dying. Having no children of her own, she determines that she will bequeath her great wealth to one of several nephews or nieces, the offspring of her two estranged brothers. And so she arranges to meet three of them. The legacy however is not what it seems. TB 15436.
Jakes, John 

Love and war. 1986. Read by James Tillitt, 48 hours. TB 7641.

Chronicle series; book 2. Sequel to North and South, TB 5728. The Hazards and Mains are two families linked by friendship, love and loyalty yet now torn apart as civil war engulfs the nation. It was supposed to be over in days but instead it dragged on for five weary years, in which the horrors of the battlefield destroyed old ties and swept aside a whole way of life forever; a time of mixed fortunes yet, ultimately, hope. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7641.
Johnston, Jennifer 
The Christmas tree. 1982. Read by Marjorie Anderson, 5 hours 15 minutes. TB 4305.

Constance Keating has lived a life of exile alienated from her family and from Ireland. Now she has returned home to Dublin with her nine month old baby, to die. While that process takes place she replays the fragments of her past. And, as the Christmas tree awaits its day, so she also waits, hoping that the outcome will be on her terms. TB 4305.
Jonker, Joan 

Down our street. 2000. Read by Nancy McClean, 14 hours 57 minutes. TB 14109. 

Molly Bennett & Nellie McDonough series; book 4. Sequel to Sweet Rosie O'Grady, TB 13311. World War II is over and Molly Bennett and Nellie McDonough are excited because their sons are coming home and their eldest children are to marry each other. When a double wedding is announced it promises to be the celebration of the decade. But Nellie's daughter Lily has a boyfriend no one trusts. TB 14109.
Jonker, Joan 
After the dance is over. 2001. Read by Eunice Roberts, 18 hours 13 minutes. TB 14475. 
Molly Bennett & Nellie McDonough series; book 5. There's never a dull moment when best mates Nellie and Molly get together. There's always something to keep them busy in their Liverpool backstreet, like becoming private detectives to help a loved one. TB 14475.
Jonker, Joan 
When one door closes. 1994. Read by Hannah Wilding, 10 hours 31 minutes, TB 18145.

It's May 1941 and Liverpool is taking a hammering from the German bombers. For young Mary Bradshaw and her widowed mother life is full of rationing, blackouts and the wail of the air-raid siren. Despite the gloom, Mary's heart is light as she counts her blessings - she's got her loving mother and Bob, her soldier boyfriend whom she adores and hopes to marry soon. During the worst air raid Liverpool has ever suffered, fate deals Mary the first of many cruel blows it has in store for her. She is devastated as her whole world collapses. But Mary doesn't have to face the knocks alone. Her best friend Eileen has a heart and a sense of humour as big as her eighteen stone body - heaven help anyone who hurts her mate! Harry is the boy from up the road who's loved Mary since they were kids and he'll not desert her now. Soon Mary finds that when one door closes, another one really does open. TB 18145.
Jonker, Joan 

Home is where the heart is. 1995. Read by Laura Dos Santos, 8 hours 12 minutes. TB 18293.

When fun-loving, eighteen-stone Eileen Gillmoss announces that she's expecting a baby, her husband Bill thinks it's another one of her jokes. But when it sinks in that a baby really is on the way, Bill is over the moon and decides that the family should move out of their two-up, two-down house in Liverpool to one with more spacious accommodation. Before Eileen knows what's hit her, she's installed in a smart home with posh new neighbours. Then tragedy strikes and Eileen must come to terms with a loss far greater than leaving behind her beloved neighbourhood. TB 18293.
Keane, Molly 
Time after time. 1983. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 9 hours 6 minutes. TB 5190.

Although the four Swifts have been condemned to living with each other by darling Mummie's last wish and by lack of money, they all lead totally separate existences, jealously guarding their individual secrets. Then a stranger from the past appears, with consequences no one could possibly have foreseen. TB 5190.
Kennedy, Lena 

Maggie. 1984. Read by Carol Marsh, 16 hours 21 minutes. TB 5126.

When Maggie Riley becomes pregnant at fifteen she is delighted, for it means she has captured her Jim Burns. But life is a constant struggle - to bring up four sons, to cope with a part-time husband, to "better herself". This is set against critical events of the period: the Depression, the Blackshirt marches, the devastation of World War II and its aftermath. TB 5126.
Kennedy, Lena 

The dandelion seed. 1987. Read by Carol Marsh, 9 hours 7 minutes. TB 6935.

Marcelle de la Strange seems at the mercy of the Fates, adrift on the four winds like a dandelion seed. Escaping her lecherous stepfather, she finds her salvation in Thomas Mayhew, messenger to King James I and loyal attendant to the flamboyant court favourite, Robert Carr. As a companion to Annabelle Lane, confidante of the influential Frances Howard, Marcelle flourishes and the scars of her violent past begin to heal. But their happiness is not to last... TB 6935.
Kerrigan, Kate 

Ellis Island. 2010. Read by Maggie Cronin, 10 hours 51 minutes. TB 18157.

Rural Irish girl Ellie loves living in New York, working as a lady's maid for a wealthy socialite. She tries to persuade her husband, John, to join her but he is embroiled in his affairs in Ireland, and caught up in the civil war. Nevertheless Ellie is extremely happy and fully embraces her sophisticated new life. When her father dies she must return home, but she intends to sort her affairs quickly and then return to her beloved America. But once home her sense of duty kicks in and she decides, painfully, that she must stay to look after her mother and resume her marriage. Ellie is suddenly thrown into the simple, rural life she believed she had grown out of. TB 18157.
Kingston, Beryl 

Hearts and farthings. 1997. Read by Richard Derrington, 16 hours 50 minutes. TB 11167.

Alberto Pelucci, an Italian immigrant, arrives in London in the 1890s. Romance blossoms when he meets Alice, gentle and undemonstrative. Only on their wedding night does he realise that his bride will never share his passion for physical pleasures. And so when Alberto meets Queenie Dawson - sensuous star of the music halls - his new life is flung into turmoil. TB 11167.
La Roche, Mazo de 

Mary Wakefield. 1949. Read by Derek Chandler, 12 hours 25 minutes. TB 7334. 

Whiteoaks of Jalna saga; book 3. Sequel to Morning at Jalna, TB 8535. It is 1893 and Adeline Whiteoak rules Jalna as firmly as ever, although the house now belongs to her son, Philip. He has two motherless children, Meg and Renny, and decides to employ an English governess to look after them. Gentle pretty Mary Wakefield is the girl who comes to Jalna to do this job and she has a difficult struggle with some of the Whiteoak clan who have their own ideas about how this should be carried out. TB 7334.
Lambert, Angela 

Kiss and kin. 1997. Read by Angela Lambert, 11 hours 12 minutes. TB 11758.

Oliver and his wife arrive by Eurostar to attend the birthday party of grandchild Hugo. Hugo's grandmother, Harriet, is also on her way. Oliver and Harriet fail to recognise one another at first - but the physical attraction is instantaneous. Harriet's son Roderick, a successful banker, is married to Jennifer, who works in publishing. Attempting to reconcile careers, marriage and children leads to high stress levels as the two generations walk a dangerous tightrope between fidelity and parenthood. Contains strong language. TB 11758.
Lawson, Mary 

Crow lake. 2003. Read by Liza Ross, 8 hours. TB 16252.

This is the story of families growing up and tearing each other apart in rural Northern Ontario, where tragedy and hardship are mirrored in the landscape. Centre stage are the Morrison's whose tragedy is insidious and divisive. Orphaned young, Kate Morrison was her older brother Matt's protégé, her curious fascination for pond life fed by his passionate interest in the natural world. Now a zoologist, she can identify organisms under a microscope, but seems blind to the tragedy of her own emotional life. She thinks she's outgrown her family, who were once her entire world - but she can't seem to outgrow her childhood or lighten the weight of their mutual past. Contains strong language. TB 16252.
Lee, Maureen 

The house by Princes Park. 2008. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 14 hours 6 minutes. TB 15727.

Ruby O'Hagan was born after an affair between a nurse and an injured American soldier during the Great War. Brought up in a convent, at fourteen Ruby is chosen to be a lady's companion in a grand house near Liverpool. But this new life is not to last and before long Ruby finds herself in the slums of Liverpool, alone with two children to support. Then, with the outbreak of the Second World War, Ruby's life takes a dramatic new turn when she is asked to look after a large house. The house becomes a refuge not just for Ruby and her family, but for many others. TB 15727.
Lee, Maureen 

Dancing in the dark. 2009. Read by Clare Higgins, 13 hours 6 minutes. TB 17110.

Millie Cameron is at first furious when she has to sort through the belongings of her recently deceased aunt Flo, but her interest is soon awakened. Finding photographs, letters and newspaper cuttings, she embarks on a journey to a secret past which includes a lost lover and child. TB 17110.
Lee, Maureen 

Lights out Liverpool. 2008. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 14 hours 1 minute. TB 18170. 

The lives of the people in one small Liverpool street are completely changed with the outbreak of the Second World War. For Annie Poulson, a widow it means never-ending worry when her twin boys are called up. Eileen Costello is liberated from a bitter, loveless marriage when her husband, Francis, is sent to Egypt. And each of the other families is affected in a different way. TB 18170.
Lee, Maureen 
The girl from Barefoot House. 2009. Read by Clare Higgins, 15 hours 5 minutes. TB 18485.

For Josie, life with her beautiful prostitute mother is all she ever wanted until her mother's death in a bomb raid leads her to live with her Aunt and Uncle. The dark shadow that her uncle casts on her life is lightened by Lily who lives along the street and becomes her lifelong friend. TB 18485.
Lee, Maureen 

Martha's journey. 2011. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 9 hours 57 minutes. TB 18586.

Liverpool 1915. Martha Rossi lives in a tenement with her husband and their five children. Despite working all the hours she can, the family don't have much to get by on. When Martha's fourteen-year-old son, Joe, proudly enlists to fight for his country just to earn his mother an extra shilling, Martha is horrified. She realises the government is turning a blind eye to the scores of young boys who are joining the army. Despite her pleas and protests, Joe is dispatched to France within weeks. Unbeknownst to them all, Joe's act of selfless heroism will have huge implications for Martha and all the family. Contains strong language. TB 18586.
Legat, Michael 

The silk maker. 1985. Read by Alistair Maydon, 12 hours 24 minutes. TB 10124.

Conditions at Harcourt's mill were harsh enough to send Richard Goodwin's father to an early grave. In fear of the workhouse, Richard left his family in rural Essex to seek work in a rival mill, beyond the reach of the vengeful Harcourts. There he learned the profitable secrets of the silk trade's most coveted skills. When the Harcourts faced a dilemma, he had to decide whether to return to administer coup de grace to the family which had wronged his own or whether the silk maker's talents would be the force which would bridge the gap between the Harcourts and the Goodwins. TB 10124.
Lessing, Doris 

The grass is singing. 1989. Read by Helen Bourne, 9 hours 42 minutes. TB 16730.

Set in Rhodesia, this is the story of Dick, a failed white farmer and his wife, Mary, dependent and disappointed. Both are trapped by poverty, and in the heat of the brick and tin house, hemmed in by the bush, Mary finds herself seeking solace in the arms of the houseboy. Contains strong language. TB 16730.
Lewycka, Marina 

A short history of tractors in Ukrainian: a novel. 2005. Read by Penelope Freeman, 9 hours 29 minutes. TB 14197.

When their recently widowed father announces he plans to remarry, sisters Vera and Nadezhda realize they must put aside a lifetime of feuding in order to save him. His new love is a voluptuous gold-digger from the Ukraine half his age, and with a proclivity for green satin underwear and boil-in-the-bag cuisine, who stops at nothing in her single-minded pursuit of the luxurious Western lifestyle she dreams of. But the old man, too, is pursuing his eccentric dreams - and writing a history of tractors in Ukrainian. Contains strong language. TB 14197.
Ling, Peter 

Crown wars. 1996. Read by Rosemary Davis, 13 hours 45 minutes. TB 11269. 

Minster family series; book 3. Sequel to: Crown papers, TB 7908. It is 1939 and Lady Minster is Lady-in-Waiting to Queen Mary. Her son Nicholas is an equerry to King George VI, and both her sons and her daughter see active service. On the home front, the older generation face the challenge of the Blitz. But Lord Minster's scattered family are united in courage, love and laughter, determined to find their way back to peace and happiness. The final book in the trilogy. TB 11269.
Ling, Peter 

Happy tomorrow. 1997. Read by Marie McCarthy, 12 hours 19 minutes. TB 11192.

When her home was destroyed in the Blitz, Jo Wells lost the family she loved - her mother was killed, and her brother and sister were lost, presumed dead. But Jo was sure she would find them again. After the war, Jo went to work for a sculptor, and believed she had found love and happiness. But slowly her life was overshadowed by mysteries from the past, and it seemed that an unseen stranger was following her. TB 11192.
Lord, Elizabeth 

A better life. 1999. Read by Tracey Lloyd, 13 hours 10 minutes. TB 12870.

After the Great War, the Farmer family considers itself lucky to have come through intact. Though life in London's Dockland can be a struggle, the Farmers are contented with their lot. Except Cissy who goes Up West every Saturday night to dance. Langley Makepeace's demands are very high - debonair and sophisticated, he sweeps Cissy off her feet. How will Eddie Bennet, the gentle loving boy everyone assumed she would marry, take such a rejection? Only when the glamour begins to fade does Cissy question whether she has achieved her dream of a better life. TB 12870.
McCrone, Guy 

Aunt Bel. 1994. Read by Peter Kenny, 7 hours 42 minutes. TB 17725. 

Wax fruit series; book 2. Continues the story of the Moorhouse family that began in "The Wax Fruit Trilogy", TB 14089. As the Victorian era draws to a close, Bel Moorhouse seems to have everything she ever wanted - prosperity, security, an ideal husband and, above all, a prominent place in respectable Glasgow society. Years of ruthless social ambition and an insatiable desire to succeed have seen Bel and her family rise to heights they could hardly dreamed of when they first came to Glasgow. But Bel's well-ordered world is not as secure as it seems. TB 17725.
Marchant, Catherine 

Iron facade. 1965. Read by Carol Marsh, 8 hours 30 minutes. TB 3116.

Prudence, a successful young novelist, drives north to be near her aunt, there to find comfort and relaxation, but solves her own problems by involving herself with those of other people. TB 3116.
Matar, Hisham 

In the country of men. 2006. Read by Nigel Graham, 8 hours 2 minutes. TB 14791.

On a white-hot day in Tripoli in the summer of 1979, nine-year-old Suleiman is shopping in the market square with his mother. His father is away on business - but Suleiman is sure he has just seen him, standing across the street. Why doesn't he come over when he knows Suleiman's mother is falling apart? Whispers intensify around Suleiman as his friend's father disappears and his mother frantically burns his father's books. As Suleiman begins to wonder whether his father has gone for good, it feels as if the walls of his home will break with the secrets held within. Contains strong language. TB 14791.
Mayor, Flora Macdonald 
The third Miss Symons. 1980. Read by Gretel Davis, 3 hours 36 minutes. TB 6968.

Henrietta Symons is the third daughter in a large Victorian family, the misfit girl with neither the beauty nor the talent to be loved. Querulous and bad-tempered, her meaningless life passes aimlessly. But she has one saving grace: she knows herself for what she is, and self-knowledge, however bitter, turns her life of defeat into a certain kind of victory... TB 6968.
Mistry, Rohinton 

Family matters. 2002. Read by Phiroze Dotiwalla, 18 hours 5 minutes. TB 17453.

This novel takes us to Bombay in the mid-1990s. Nariman Vakeel is a seventy-nine-year-old Parsi widower and the patriarch of a small discordant family. Beset by Parkinson's disease and haunted by memories of the past, he lives in a once-elegant apartment with his two middle-aged stepchildren. When Nariman's illness is compounded by a broken ankle, the need for his round-the-clock care sets in motion a series of events that unravel and reveal the family's love-torn past. TB 17453.
Morton, Kate 

The forgotten garden. 2008. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 20 hours 40 minutes. TB 16744.

A lost child: On the eve of the First World War, a little girl is found abandoned on a ship to Australia. A mysterious woman called the Authoress had promised to look after her - but has disappeared without a trace. A terrible secret: On the night of her twenty-first birthday, Nell Andrews learns a secret that will change her life forever. Decades later, she embarks upon a search for the truth that leads her to the windswept Cornish coast and the strange and beautiful Blackhurst Manor, once owned by the aristocratic Mountrachet family. On Nell's death, her granddaughter, Cassandra, comes into an unexpected inheritance. Cliff Cottage and its forgotten garden are notorious amongst the Cornish locals for the secrets they hold - secrets about the doomed Mountrachet family and their ward Eliza Makepeace, a writer of dark Victorian fairytales. It is here that Cassandra will finally uncover the truth about the family, and solve the century-old mystery of a little girl lost. TB 16744.
Morton, Kate 

The distant hours. 2010. Read by Lucy Tregear, 17 hours 17 minutes. TB 18309.

Edie Burchill and her mother have never been close, but when a long lost letter arrives with the return address of Milderhurst Castle, Kent, printed on its envelope, Edie begins to suspect that her mother's emotional distance masks an old secret. TB18309.

Mosco, Maisie 

A sense of place. 1984. Read by Carol Marsh, 11 hours 56 minutes. TB 5762. 

Alison Plantaine series; book 2. Sequel to: Between two worlds, TB 5671. Alison Plantaine is now a star on the London stage, but her total commitment to her career is jeopardised by a visit to Berlin. She becomes aware of the increasing threat of Nazism to those whose blood she shares, and falls in love with Richard Lindemann, a liberal opponent of the new German regime. TB 5762.
Mosco, Maisie 

Children's children. 1981. Read by Nina Holloway, 15 hours 19 minutes. TB 7232. 

Sandberg family series; book 3. Sequel to: Scattered seed, TB 7107. The third generation were a problem. They knew of the past struggles only from their elders: the arrival in England, desperate survivors of Eastern Europe. For the first generation being Jewish was a vital binding support and the second, materially more secure, found their Jewishness brutally reinforced by the horror of the Holocaust. This generation demanded the right to marry out, to grow away from their families. TB 7232.
Murdoch, Anna 

Family business. 1988. Read by Liza Ross, 20 hours 46 minutes. TB 7920.

Yarrow McLean, forceful and compelling, was born with printer's ink running in her veins; her grandfather and father survive the Depression which almost destroys the "Plat City Journal" in their small Colorado town and from them she has learnt all her craft, details she will have to use later to save the family business. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7920.
Murray, Annie 

A hopscotch summer. 2009. Read by Penelope Freeman, 11 hours 35 minutes. TB 16801.

In the impoverished area of Nechells in Birmingham in the 1930s, young Emma Brown's life is turned upside down when her mother has another baby and goes to stay with her tyrannical older sister. Life gets harder for Em. Her best friend ostracizes her, and when the Board Man comes to call, wanting to know why she's not at school, things are really bad. When her father stays out later and later in the evenings, always the worse for wear, and spending too much time with a local very merry widow, Em decides to travel across Birmingham to fetch her mother home, but the mother she discovers is very different from the mother she remembers. TB 16801.
Nair, Preethi 

Beyond indigo. 2004. Read by Tania Rodrigues, 10 hours 52 minutes. TB 13959.

Nina's lost her job, boyfriend and faith in her guru in the space of twenty four hours. Unable to tell her parents what has happened, she puts on a suit every day and pretends to go to work. What she's really doing is escaping to a studio, where she begins to paint for the first time in years. But when her work is spotted by a top gallery owner, she cannot admit that she is the painter, and pretends to be the agent instead. Meanwhile at home, she's agreed to an arranged marriage to keep the peace. There are too many layers of pretence and something has to give way - but at what cost to Nina? TB 13959.
O'Brien, Edna 

The light of evening. 2007. Read by Dearbhla Molloy, 9 hours 8 minutes. TB 16351.

From her hospital bed in Dublin, the elderly Dilly awaits the visit of her daughter, Eleanora, from London. The epochs of her life pass before her: emigration to America in the 1920s, a romantic liaison, the destiny that brought her back to Ireland, marriage, and the formerly grand property called Rusheen. Dilly also muses on Eleanora's precipitate marriage to a foreigner, which alienated mother and daughter even more, and her own heart-rending letters sent over the years in the hope of reclaiming her daughter. But Eleanora's visit does not prove to be the glad reunion Dilly prayed for. And in her hasty departure, Eleanora leaves behind a secret journal of their stormy relationship - a revelation that brings the novel to a shocking close. TB 16351.
O'Farrell, Maggie 
The vanishing act of Esme Lennox. 2007. Read by Jacqueline King, 6 hours 51 minutes. TB 16635.

Moving between the 1930s and the present, this is an unforgettable portrait of a woman edited out of her family's history. The heartbreaking tale of two sisters in colonial India and Edinburgh bound together by loneliness and driven apart by rivalries that lead to a cruel betrayal, it is also the gripping story of how, 60 years later, their shocking secret comes to light. Contains strong language. TB 16635.
O'Neill, Gilda 

The bells of bow. 1996. Read by Laura Brattan, 16 hours 48 minutes. TB 10820.

To the outside world, 17 year old twins Babs and Evie Bell are as close as two sisters can be. Identical, apart from Evie's bleached hair, and though drawn together by their mother's desertion of them as children, they are as different as chalk and cheese. Babs is the sensible one, while Evie's prime object in life is having a good time. Her latest source of fun is Albie Denham and Babs senses that he is drawing her sister closer to the edge of real trouble. It is not long before she is proved right. TB 10820.
O'Neill, Gilda 
Dream on. 1997. Read by Patricia Jones, 13 hours 55 minutes. TB 11229.

In this saga of life in the East End, just after the Second World War, Ginny has a dream of getting on and getting out. But, trapped in a loveless marriage, she sees little chance of it happening. Then she meets the glamorous Leila and is introduced to a new world. And Leila shows her how she could make her dreams come true. Contains strong language. TB 11229.
Oldfield, Pamela 
The Halliday girls. 1991. Read by Erica Grant, 16 hours 25 minutes. TB 9388.

Life for the Halliday girls seems full of promise, but disaster comes when their father faces financial ruin. With their brother abroad in the army, Eve, drawn towards a man she can never marry, takes control. Vi faces unrequited love, and Maude takes the ultimate risk and marries. Against a colourful background of horseracing in England and France at the turn of the century, the girls struggle against jealousy, betrayal, despair and death. TB 9388.
Page, Lynda 

Any old iron. 1998. Read by Joan Walker, 11 hours 18 minutes. TB 12390.

Kelly McCallan has more than her fair share of worries. Her mother is dying, her father is an emotional wreck and her brother has turned to a life of crime. When Kelly has lost everything she holds dear, Alec Alderman, a kind and gentle rag-and-bone man, is there when Kelly needs him most. But Alec has problems of his own. Contains strong language. TB 12390.
Patchett, Ann 
Run. 2008. Read by Jeff Harding, 10 hours 15 minutes, TB 15968. 

It is just a few weeks after Christmas, and the unforgiving New England weather has taken a turn for the worse. Doyle has d nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnragged his reluctant sons, Tip and Teddy, to a speech by Jesse Jackson. Though his own political career is over, dealt a fatal blow by a family scandal, Doyle is still fired by Jackson's rhetoric and perplexed by his sons' indifference. The two boys, both adopted, are close enough in age to be taken for twins, but in character they couldn't be more different. Teddy - open, affectionate, the gentle dreamer - thinks he has found his calling in the Catholic Church. The elder by a year, Tip is more serious, reserving his own passionate interest for the warmth of his lab, labelling and categorising fish specimens. When they are involved in a violent accident in the treacherously icy road, the Doyles are forced for the first time to confront certain truths: about how the death of Bernadette, Doyle's beloved wife, has affected the family, and about the anonymous figure, never discussed, who is the boys' real mother. TB 15968.
Pearse, Lesley 

Secrets. 2005. Read by Antonia Beamish, 19 hours 3 minutes. TB 16765.

Set in the 1930's, this is the story of one girl's struggle against cruelty and, her quest for love. Adele Talbot is twelve when her younger sister is killed, and her mother Rose, devastated by the loss, begins to abuse her. Adele is sent to a children's home, but soon runs away to trace her grandmother. Eventually the two forge some sort of bond and Honour allows Adele to stay. When real love and friendship enters her life, she feels she can finally put her hurtful past behind her, but there a few unpleasant surprises to come. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16765.
Picoult, Jodi 
My sister's keeper. 2004. Read by Multiple narrators, 13 hours 11 minutes. TB 14020.

By age thirteen, Anna has undergone countless surgeries, transfusions, and injections so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukaemia that has plagued her since childhood. The product of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate - a life and a role that she has never challenged ... until now. Anna makes a decision that for most would be unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and have perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she loves. TB 14020.
Pilcher, Robin 

A risk worth taking. 2004. Read by Glen McCready, 9 hours 9 minutes. TB 14013.

Dan Porter thought he had everything: a high-flying job in the City, a strong marriage to the beautiful Jackie and three wonderful children. But when his struggling new firm operates a "last in, first out" policy, Dan finds himself made redundant for the first time in his life. Fourteen months on, Dan is still without a job and the strain begins to tell on his marriage. Then he sees an article about a small mail-order company for sale and its potential for expansion is enormous. With Jackie abroad on yet another business trip, Dan casts fate to the wind and travels up to Scotland. What he discovers isn't what he expects, but it is a trip that is about to change his life. TB 14013.
Pilcher, Robin 
Starting over. 2002. Read by Sally Armstrong, 13 hours 37 minutes. TB 12455.

Since the split with her husband Gregor, Liz Dewhurst has lived with her son and her father on their family farm, but the decline of the business has left the farm burdened with debt. Then a tempting offer is made from a American financed consortium proposing to build a golf course on the farm. At the same time her son Alex suggests renting a room to his German tutor Arthur Kempler. Funny, charming, he hits it off immediately with everyone. Indeed if he was younger Liz would find him attractive. Then Arthur goes on holiday to Spain, and invites Liz. While they are there, she meets the last person either expected to see, Arthur's son. TB 12455.
Plain, Belva 

The sight of the stars. 2004. Read by Peter Marinker, 9 hours 32 minutes. TB 15087.

Set in America's sophisticated cities and timeless small towns, this novel is about a family: the choices its members make; the changes that are forced on them; and how these lead to happiness or unhappiness. TB 15087.
Plain, Belva 
The golden cup. 1986. 15 hours 4 minutes, TB 9244, Read by Liza Ross.

The Werner family saga; book 2. Sequel to Evergreen, TB 8095. The vivacity of turn of the century New York to the trenches of the First World War form the background to the stormy marriage of Hennie De Rivera to Daniel Roth, a radical young scientist. Their happiness and tribulations are passionately unfolded as they struggle to build their lives together against the diversity of their personalities. TB 8095.
Purcell, Deirdre 

Last summer in Arcadia. 2003. Read by Kate Binchy, Marie McCarthy and Brett O'Brien, 13 hours 31 minutes. TB 13412.

Tess, Maddy and Rita have been friends since they met in the civil service in Dublin. Now in their fifties, all three are married and living a very comfortable lifestyle. Each year, they holiday together and this year, their destination is Southern France. But as the holiday progresses, the cracks in their marriages begin to show. Fergus, Maddy's husband, has had a three-year affair, indeed a child, with his mistress whilst Ricky, Rita's partner, succumbs to momentary temptation during the drink-filled euphoria of the World Cup. Tess suspects her second husband Jerry of having an affair with his PA. As the women struggle through fear, jealousy and resentment, they have to make some difficult decisions about the values of family and home. Contains strong language. TB 13412.
Purves, Libby 
A free woman. 2002. Read by Juliet Prague, 10 hours 15 minutes. TB 12685.

After fifteen years of backpacking around the world, Maggie, light-hearted and foot-loose, has come home - just for a few months - to a dank, dull British winter. Visiting her sister Sarah, now married and settled contentedly in small-town life, the wayward Maggie delights the family. Fate, however, has an unexpected adventure in store; it rocks the whole family, bringing up dark shadows from their common past, and confronts Maggie with the hardest decision of her life. TB 12685.
Raife, Alexandra 

The Larach. 1999. Read by Sally Armstrong, 11 hours 37 minutes. TB 12621.

Leaving behind the one-night stands, drunken evenings and unforgiving hangovers, Clare Somerville moves to the Scottish highlands to start afresh. At first the isolation seems incompatible to her needs, but she soon comes to love the breathtaking landscape and the warmth of the people she meets. TB 12621.
Rayner, Claire 
Flanders. 1989. Read by Jacqueline King, 12 hours 55 minutes. TB 9164.

Poppy chronicles; book 2. Sequel to: Jubilee, TB 9004. At 16 Poppy has the world at her feet. The Suffragette movement holds all the promises of the new century and she is part of it. With the outbreak of the Great War, Poppy finds a different excitement and freedom amongst the chaos and devastation. As an ambulance driver in the thick of battle she meets again a dashing war correspondent, first known at a far off time in a different world. TB 9164.
Rhodes, Elvi 
The house of Bonneau. 1990. Read by Josephine Tewson, 14 hours 58 minutes. TB 8356. 
Sequel to: Madeleine, TB 7861. When ex-parlourmaid Madeleine Bates married the dashing French wool baron, Leon Bonneau, she felt that life would take on new dimensions. Gone were the days of turmoil and trauma which had scarred her childhood. The future would be tough, rebuilding a bankrupt Yorkshire mill, but their combined energy and enthusiasm could turn into a viable, thriving business. TB 8356.
Rivers, Carol 
East End angel. 2010. Read by Helen Dickens, 12 hours 34 minutes. TB 18156.

June 1941, Isle of Dogs, London. In the dark days following the Blitz, happiness visits young Pearl Jenkins as she celebrates her marriage to Jim Nesbitt. Increasingly uneasy at staying at home when other men are off fighting for their country, Jim enlists, leaving Pearl at home. Together, Pearl and Ruby must bring up baby Cynthia while struggling to make ends meet and dodge the doodlebugs. And all the time, Pearl must hide the dark secret she harbours, one which would tear the two sisters apart as well as her marriage. Then tragedy strikes both on the home front and in the trenches and Pearl is forced to fight like never before to keep her family safe. TB 18156.
Rivers, Carol 
Connie of Kettle Street. 2007. Read by Meg McNaughton, 11 hours 32 minutes. TB 18347.

September 7th, 1940. The Isle of Dogs, heart of London's docklands, suffers the first terrible night of a nine-month-long Blitz. But amidst the death and destruction shines a ray of hope when young Connie Marsh finds an orphaned baby boy amongst the rubble. She also finds herself falling in love with handsome Vic Champion, the part-time ARP warden who helps her rescue the child they've named Lucky. But Connie's happiness is not to last. When his call-up papers arrive, Vic leaves for the navy - and Connie knows she might never see him again. She's in danger of losing Lucky too when a sinister figure emerges, claiming to be the boy's grandfather. Will she turn for comfort to Clint Hershey, the dashing GI who makes no secret of his admiration for her? Will she stay true to Vic, the man she really loves? Contains strong language. TB 18347.
See, Lisa 
Snow flower and the secret fan. 2006. Read by Di Langford, 11 hours 8 minutes . TB 14527.

Lily is the daughter of a humble farmer, and to her family she is just another expensive mouth to feed. Then, the local matchmaker delivers startling news: if Lily's feet are bound properly, they will be flawless. In nineteenth-century China, where a woman's eligibility is judged by the shape and size of her feet, this is extraordinary good luck. Lily, now, has the power to make a good marriage and change the fortunes of her family. To prepare for her new life, she must undergo the agonies of footbinding, learn nu shu, the famed secret women's writing, and make a very special friend, Snow Flower. But, a bitter reversal of fortune is about to change everything. TB 14527.
Silvera, Makeda 
The heart does not bend. 2002. Read by Margaret Johnson, 7 hours 38 minutes. TB 18553.

When Maria Galloway dies, she leaves everything to her spoiled, wayward grandson, Vittorio. Her only granddaughter, Molly, whom she raised from infancy, is left to confront the unyielding bitterness Maria harboured against her. As Molly begins to trace the complex interrelationships in her loving but divided family, she recalls her idyllic childhood, spent in her grandmother's sky-blue house in Jamaica. TB 18553.
Steel, Danielle 

Safe harbour. 2003. Read by Kyf Brewer, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 13896.

On a windswept summer day, as the fog rolls across the San Francisco coastline, a solitary figure walks down the beach, a dog at her side. At eleven, Pip Mackenzie's young life has already been touched by tragedy; nine months before, a terrible accident plunged her mother into inconsolable grief. But on this chilly July afternoon, Pip meets someone who fills her sad grey world with colour and light. And in her innocence and in his kindness, a spark will be kindled, lives will be changed, and a journey of hope will begin. TB 13896.
Steel, Danielle 
Irresistible forces. 2000. Read by Kyf Brewer, 9 hours 25 minutes. TB 12448.

Steve and Meredith Whitman's happy fourteen-year long marriage is being pulled in different directions by unexpected changes and new responsibilities in their workplaces. Despite the couple's best intentions, irresistible forces begin to tear their lives and hearts apart. TB 12448.
Stevenson, D E

Kate Hardy. 1947. Read by Gretel Davis, 8 hours 40 minutes. TB 8176.

The Dower House, an old house in a quiet English village is sold to Kate Hardy. She has never lived in a village before and finds her new neighbours interesting but difficult to understand. Kate is a humorous, sympathetic and impulsive person. She finds herself caught up in the life of the village, in the midst of strange happenings. TB 8176.
Stirling, Jessica 

Shamrock green. 2006. Read by Rowena Cooper, 13 hours 34 minutes. TB 16470.

Innkeepers Sylvie and Gowry McCulloch struggle with the arrival of the disruptive and handsome Francis Hagarty, numerous Irish nationalists, and the war in Europe, in a novel set in Dublin during World I. TB 16470.
Stirling, Jessica 

Blessings in disguise. 2007. Read by Jane MacFarlane, 11 hours 49 minutes. TB 16279.

Glasgow is a city teeming with immigrants, rich and poor, schemers and victims alike. And the McKennas, fresh from Ireland, have no intention of being victims. When Nolan McKenna and his sisters arrived unannounced on Cissie Cassidy's doorstep claiming to be her late husband's long-lost relatives, the lonely widow is all too willing to be taken in and trusting enough to help them find them a foothold in the city. While Nolan wields a shovel for twelve back-breaking hours a day, the beautiful, trusting Clare takes up with the wrong man instead of the collection agent who yearns to make her his bride. Sharp-witted and pretty, Evie is made of more ambitious stuff and uses her job behind the bar of the Harp of Erin to attract the attentions of Russell Blackstock, builder and land-speculator, who owns half the tenements on Clydeside - and plans to own still more. The worlds of the wealthy Blackstocks and the penniless McKennas are set on a collision course that will mean huge changes for them, and for the city they live in. TB 16279.
Swift, Graham 
Tomorrow. 2007. Read by Lindsay Duncan, 7 hours 34 minutes. TB 15476.

On a midsummer's night Paula lies awake. Mike, her husband of twenty-five years lies asleep beside her. Her two teenage children, Nick and Kate sleep in nearby rooms. The next day, Paula knows, will define all their lives. It is 1995. A revelation lies in store. Her children's future lies before them. The house holds a family's history and fate. As a millennium draws to a close, and as a day draws nearer, Paula's intensely personal thoughts touch all of our tomorrows. TB 15476.
Tettmar, Elizabeth 
The road back. 1997. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 9 hours 49 minutes. TB 11423.

In 1947, Milly Stevens walks out of her husband's Norfolk home. The isolation of the game-keeper's cottage, the primitive conditions, the never-ending demands made by her father-in-law, and the long absences of her husband, Tom, have become too much to bear. As the door slams behind her, Milly vows she will never return. But now, forty years later, Milly does return, resolved to straighten out the past before it is too late. In Norfolk Milly meets Carla, a young artist also returning home, and as the two women's paths begin to cross, both their lives are gradually transformed forever. TB 11423.
Thorne, Nicola 

The blackbird's song. 2003. Read by Liz Holliss, 6 hours 41 minutes. TB 13935. 

Hallam family series; book 2. Sequel to The broken bough, TB 13934. It is 1924 and 21-year-old Peg Hallam has come to London from rural Dorset to carve a career for herself in the busy world of Fleet Street journalism. She is sharing a flat with her eldest sister, Verity, a hospital nursing sister, who is determined to protect her young charge from the temptations offered by the big city. But Peg is pretty, spirited and adventurous, divided by her loyalty to her family and their strict, conventional morality, and a yearning to experience all that the vast and exciting metropolis has to offer. TB 13935.
Thorne, Nicola 

Yesterday's promises. 1986. Read by Simon Vance, 22 hours 52 minutes. TB 6652.

A saga of three families, all from different classes with different expectations: for Susan the future means Russia and a tumultuous affair with communist Kyril; for the bright hope, Bobby, it brings wealth, power, status and the shadow of infidelity and for Ralph, the young Lord Askham, there is the painful break with the family tradition of military service - a dramatic picture of Britain and the colonies from 1920 to 1937. TB 6652.
Trollope, Joanna 

Brother & sister. 2004. Read by Lindsay Duncan, 9 hours 10 minutes. TB 15023.

David and Nathalie are both adopted. Brought up by the same parents, but born to different mothers, they have grown up, fiercely loyal to one another, as brother and sister. Their decision, in their late thirties, to embark upon the journey to find their birth mothers is no straightforward matter. It affects, acutely and often painfully, their partners, the people they work with and, most poignantly, the two women who gave them up for adoption all those years ago, and who have since then made other lives, even borne other children. TB 15023.
Trollope, Joanna 
Second honeymoon. 2006. Read by Penelope Freeman,10 hours 10 minutes. TB 15014.

Ben is, at last, leaving home. At twenty-two, he's the youngest of the family. His mother Edie, an actress, is distraught. His father Russell, a theatrical agent, is rather hoping to get his wife back, after decades of family life. His brother, Matthew, is wrestling with a relationship in which he achieves and earns less than his girlfriend. His sister Rosa is wrestling with debt, and the end of a turbulent love affair. TB 15014.
Trollope, Joanna 

The other family. 2010. Read by Julia Franklin, 9 hours 54 minutes. TB 18756.

Richie Rossiter, a crooner and piano man still popular with his loyal fans, is anyone's idea of a lucky man. In his forties, he abandoned his first wife and son in Newcastle for a young woman who believed she could bring him stardom in the south. But then he dies suddenly, and at his funeral Chrissie and her daughters cross paths with Richie's other family for the very first time. TB 18756.
Tyler, Anne 
Back when we were grownups. 2002. Read by Lorelei King, 9 hours 27 minutes. TB 15025.

When Joe Davitch first saw Rebecca, it was at a party at the Davitch home - a crumbling house in Baltimore where giving parties was the family business. Swept away by Joe, Rebecca soon found herself mistress of 'The Open Arms', embracing not only this large spirited man and his extended family, but expertly hosting endless parties. But now, years after she has lost her husband in a car accident, Rebecca asks herself whether she is an impostor in her own life. TB 15025.
Walker, Elizabeth 
Rowan's Mill. 1988. Read by Carmen Lynne, 20 hours 52 minutes. TB 7584.

The break up of her parents' marriage puts the family woollen mill in jeopardy, and so Rowan takes on the huge onus of trying to prevent its closure. Spurred on by the success of the textile baron who had enticed her mother away, she drags the mill from disaster to prosperity but at great cost to her own married happiness. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7584.
Welfare, Sue 

Guilty creatures. 2001. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 11 hours 39 minutes. TB 12453.

Mim Pilgrim is so fed up with her husband that she's driven to exploring the full extent of her window-cleaner's tattoo. Fisher Pilgrim doesn't notice. A TV shrink on the verge of his big break, and officially an expert on family matters, he's failed to spot that his daughter has more than a teenage crush on her drama teacher and his adolescent son is suffering an overwhelming dose of hormonal disruption. But a promotable family background is vital for Fisher's image. So when Mim becomes acquainted with an eminent literary figure, he and his producer decide to make the most of it, but it is a catalyst for disaster. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12453.
West, Rebecca 
This real night. 1984. Read by Judy Franklin, 11 hours 14 minutes. TB 5794. 
Aubrey Family series; book 2. Sequel to: The fountain overflows, TB 5044. The Aubrey children, Rose, Mary, Cordelia and Richard Quin, are growing up - an experience greatly to be enjoyed: "a child is an adult temporarily enduring conditions which exclude the possibility of happiness". In the years leading up to the outbreak of the First World War they follow their separate ways to marriage, musicianship and war, yet remain always fiercely loyal to one another and at one in protecting their mother. TB 5794.
White, Gillian 
Nasty habits. 2004. Read by Jilly Bond, 9 hours 8 minutes. TB 14775.

For three generations of Pilkingtons - and their equally rich neighbours - Tremity Cove on the Devon coast has been the perfect summer home. The middle generation, particularly the successful trio of Pilkington brothers, their wives and mother, have made a hallowed tradition of the summer holiday. Then onto the scene stumbles Desmond: immature, mother's boy, solitary birdwatcher, catalyst. Desmond makes a shocking discovery that involves the police, and an enforced stay at Tremity Cove uncovers long-past events, sins, misunderstandings and false assumptions, which bring about the final, scandalous tragedy... TB 14775.
Willett, Marcia 

Looking forward. 2008. Read by Joanna David, 11 hours 59 minutes. TB 17001. 

Chadwick family; book 1. After their parents and elder brother are killed in Kenya, Fliss, Mole and Susannah are sent to their grandmother, Freddy, who lives in "The Keep", the ancestral home in Devon. Freddy's devoted helpers, Ellen and Fox, enable her to cope with this latest tragedy and she looks to her brother-in-law, Theo, to guide her. Under Freddy's watchful gaze, the three children heal their wounds and embark on the treacherous journey to adulthood. TB 17001.
Willett, Marcia 

Echoes of the dance. 2006. Read by June Barrie, 10 hours 49 minutes. TB 17220.

Roly Carradine has found refuge in Cornwall, in the mellow stone house of his childhood where, in the stream running past the garden, the heron makes his nest. A broken marriage and a terrible burden of guilt made Roly remove himself from his busy London life, and here in Cornwall he welcomes Kate, also seeking refuge from the grief of losing her husband and needing to start afresh, and young Daisy Quin, a dancer recovering from a back injury. TB 17220.
Willett, Marcia 
The way we were. 2009. Read by June Barrie, 9 hours 30 minutes. TB 17202.

It was in the middle of a snowstorm when Tiggy arrived at the remote house on Bodmin Moor. She was alone, her partner tragically dead in an accident, and Julia, her dearest friend, welcomed her into her warm and chaotic family. Tiggy started to live again and await the birth of her child, but nearly thirty years later, when her son is about to become a father himself, the next generation discovers that there are secrets from the past which must be uncovered. TB 17202.
Williams, Dee 

Love and war. 2006. Read by Kim Hicks, 9 hours 23 minutes. TB 17639. 

Eileen Wells' daughters mean the world to her. Her husband Reg is just as proud of his beautiful, confident girls: twenty-two-year-old Ann has attended night school to secure her coveted position as a secretary, eighteen-year-old Lucy works in the same office as Ann, and sixteen-year-old Shirley enjoys her job behind the counter at Woolworths. For the three sisters, the family's two-up, two-down in Perry Street, Rotherhithe, is a place of stability and love. But when Prime Minister Chamberlain announces that Britain is at war, Eileen knows there will be changes. TB 17639.
Williams, Greg 

Another man's life. 2008. Read by Glen McCready, 12 hours 10 minutes. TB 15647.

Tom is married with two kids. After losing two jobs in as many years, Tom is now a house-husband. Sean, his twin, owns his own business, wears handmade suits, belongs to the right clubs and has reservations at the right restaurants. Sean is the embodiment of the successful man. Sean craves stability and domestic bliss, packed lunches and playgrounds. Tom craves glamour and success. The brothers decide to use the trick of their birth to live each other's fantasies; to live another man's life for two weeks. The only rule: keep Tom's wife, Sara, out of it and do the swap when she is away. Contains strong language. TB 15647.
Woodhouse, Sarah 
Enchanted ground. 1993. Read by Joan Walker, 10 hours 21 minutes. TB 10011.

Patricia Bretton, living in the lodge, like her mother and grandmother has become a servant to the hall, gardens and farm. When her father dies the family is plunged into crisis and a longstanding conflict with the Chances, who, though wealthy, are still tenants at Bretton Hall, because the Brettons refuse to sell. Only Patricia, with her own secrets of the past, can break out of the enmity and, if she can, she might find a life for herself outside the family tradition. TB 10011.
If you have read a book you particularly enjoyed (or didn't enjoy) and want to share your thoughts with other readers, visit the new RNIB Readers Forum at www.rnib.org.uk/booktalk and post your review on the Forum. 
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