Guidelines for broadcasters on scheduling and selection of programmes with audio description

1. Scheduling:

· audio description should be spread over different days of the week, different viewing slots and priority should be given to programmes featuring at peak viewing times 

· ideally channels should ensure that a range of genres are described in each week 

2. Genres:

Viewing preferences of blind and partially sighted people are generally the same as for sighted viewers, but some programmes lend themselves more to being audio described than others. 

Programmes most ideal for audio description:

· dramas

· soaps

· films

· comedy

· children's programmes

· programmes that use foreign language, e.g. foreign language interviews

· documentaries with a high visual content such as wildlife/natural world documentaries. This also includes sports and music documentaries with a high visual content. 

Less suitable for audio description:

· Quiz programmes and game shows with tight-worded, almost continuous scripts leave little room for audio description.

· News programmes using constant statistics or text that scrolls across the screen whilst there is no break in speech from presenters also leave no room for audio description. 

· An experienced audio describer is best placed to assess whether a particular programme or episode is suitable for audio description.

Generally no audio description required:

· Live news.

· Live sport. Matches and sport action themselves are covered by commentators who describe a lot of the action. When there is no real action happening on the pitch or court and the programme presenter covers statistics and information on players, the presenter should explain why this is happening. Additional training for presenters might be more suitable than audio description in these cases.
· Music videos
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