DVD Talking Menus - a step by step guide 

Menu and content information

1. Audio header at the top of the disc, eg “One Foot in the Grave Series 1, Disc 1”.  This comes as the disc is entered and before the copyrights and logos.
2. After the copyrights and logos you should see a text screen accompanied by audio as follows: “To continue with talking menus press Enter now.” This should hold for about 7 seconds.
3. If you press enter, you should see a text screen accompanied by audio as follows: “To select an option use the arrow keys and then press Enter”. This screen should hold for the duration of the audio. For all other menus avoid the use of a time-critical user response (where the user only has a certain time to push a key before it times out). 

4. Upon entering a menu there should be an audio transition announcing the total number of options available and should include functionality options such as Main Menu and Resume options (eg “There are 5 options”). Each time you enter a new screen the number of options should be announced first, before the top option.  The highlight only becomes active once the top option is announced.

5. As soon as this audio is complete the highlight should appear and the top option should be announced e.g.  “Play all”.  When you navigate to the next option, that will be announced e.g. “Episode selection”.  The disc will continue to announce each option as you navigate around the disc.

6. The talking menus should allow the user to access the same content as the standard menus.  However, there may be exceptions where images rather than text are used, ie scene selection screens.

7. Menus for episodic titles should simply be listed as Episode 1, Episode 2 etc and not by their specific episode name. For Special Feature options use generic titles where possible e.g. Director’s Commentary, Deleted Scenes, Outtakes rather than titles relating to the specific disk (eg Director’s Commentary rather than A. N. Other’s Commentary).
8. Subtitle and audio options: the text menu should state for example: Subtitles.  The accompanying audio should say “Turn subtitles on.”  Then the highlight will move to the Resume option.  If you return to the subtitles option on the text menu the audio should say “Turn subtitles off”. 
9. Menus should be static, themed to the title and left aligned. 

10. To return to the opening talking menu selection option you will need to eject the disc and start again.

Text information

11. Text should be large, clear on a static background.

12. Ensure that text on the screen is displayed using good colour contrast.

13. Ensure that the selected menu option is indicated on-screen in different colour highlight (visual focus indicator).

14. Use a typeface designed for use on television displays and typical TV viewing distances, and optimised to reduce confusion between letter shapes. Tiresias screenfont is generally recommended.

15. Avoid combinations of red and green.

16. Avoid pure red or white colours. Use colours with a maximum of 85% saturation.

17. Provide generous inter-line spacing to minimise problems of visual tracking.

18. Avoid flashing and scrolling text.

19. Text size should be a minimum of 24 lines high on a capital ‘V’, though being able to read text is not just about size. For example, a smaller sans serif font is usually more readable than a larger serif font. Readability is improved with extra spacing between letters, words and lines. When choosing a font, consider its readability. Favour a sans serif font over a serif one. Tiresias is generally recommended.

20. Mixed case is ideal, but when choosing one case only, then favour lower case text over upper case.

21. Avoid italic, underlined, oblique, condensed or fancy fonts.

22. Favour left-align against centred or right-align.

23. Ensure that words have a clear space around them. Words immediately adjacent to symbols can be more difficult to read.

24. For arrows, follow the ISO7001 specification. 

25. For numbers, use Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, 5 etc) rather than Roman numerals (eg I, II, III, IV, V etc).
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