Books for professionals essential guides - employment

About the guide

RNIB’s essential guide to publications about employment will be of interest to employers, human resources professionals, employment and careers advisers, disability and equality advisers, rehabilitation and training professionals as well as staff working in Job centres and employment agencies.

We also publish a guide to publications for professionals working with learners aged over 16.

If you work with people with sight loss you may also like to read our guide to publications about inclusive design and accessibility to make sure they have easy access to your organisation's information, letters and websites as well as your buildings and outdoor space.

This guide to publications about employment includes RNIB titles and recommends books from other publishers. We have added links to make it easy for you to find out further details and to buy them, if you wish. Many of the titles can be borrowed from our Research library
If you have any difficulty purchasing the titles featured in this guide please contact us at booksforprofessionals@rnib.org.uk
What employers need to know

(New) Ethnicity disability and work by RNIB 
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Cover of Ethnicity, disability and work report

Are you working with people with sensory disabilities from Black and minority ethnic backgrounds? Based on a three-year study, this report investigates the barriers Black and minority ethnic people with sensory disabilities face to fair access to employment. Interviews with job seekers, employees and employers illustrate how these barriers affect individuals. Based on this evidence the report makes hard-hitting recommendations for change in policy and practice.
RNIB, 2006
Each element costs £9.95

Ethnicity, disability and work – Report - buy from RNIB Online Shop
Ethnicity, disability and work – Executive summary - buy from RNIB Online Shop
Ethnicity, disability and work – Case studies - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Work matters DVD by RNIB
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Cover of Work matters DVD

This DVD shows that having a sight problem need not be a barrier to achieving success at work. Employers in retail, pharmaceuticals, high tech and service industries describe how their companies have gained by having blind and partially sighted staff. Work matters dispels the myths, explains the support available to employers and their legal obligations. It is also a useful careers tool presenting jobseekers and students with positive role models in different types of work.
ED418 
RNIB, 2004, DVD, 23 minutes, English subtitles and audio description
ISBN 1858786193 
On special offer until 30 March. Normally £10.00. 
With 40 per cent discount £6.00 
Work matters DVD - buy from RNIB Online Shop

RNIB Employment factsheets

Our employment factsheets provide information and guidance on all aspects of employment for blind and partially sighted people. In addition Guidelines for Employers sets out the business case for employing people with sight loss, explains the Disability Discrimination Act in relation to employment, includes guidelines on recruitment and information about the Access to Work scheme and access technology used by people with sight loss. These factsheets can be downloaded for free from our employment webpages.

Briefings 3: the views of blind and partially sighted users of Access to work by RNIB
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Cover of Briefings 3

Find out more about the government funding, known as Access to Work, which enables blind and partially sighted people to do their job. This summary sets out the key findings of a qualitative study of 30 Access to work users and their employers. The study found out how the support provided under AtW enables blind and partially sighted users to do their job, and explored the likely outcomes if the programme were no longer available. It tells you what employers thought of the support and whether employers would pay for the support in the absence of AtW. The detailed report is available for download for free in Word or as a PDF from our research pages. 
ED437 (Print)
RNIB, 2004, 4 pages, leaflet
£1.00
Briefings 3 - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Ways to work video by RNIB and the University of Hertfordshire
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Cover of Ways to work video

You're an employer who has received a promising job application. The candidate has all the right qualifications and looks as if they would be good for your organisation. The person is also blind. This information video for employers, shows how easy it is to employ people with sight problems, and explains how they use computers, take notes, and travel on business and much more.
AV079 (Video)
RNIB, 2000, 13 minutes
£4.11
Ways to work - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Jobs to be proud of by Kendrick, D
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Cover of Jobs to be proud of

Jobs to be proud of profiles 12 blind and visually impaired people with jobs that they love, is full of lively, down-to-earth accounts of following their own interests and making successful job choices. This book offers insights, practical strategies, and a wealth of creative ideas for parents, teachers, job placement specialists, rehabilitation counsellors, guidance counsellors, employers, and adults and children who are blind or visually impaired.
Available from American Foundation for the Blind
Telephone 001 800 232 3044
Email afborder@abdintl.com
1993, 80 pages, paperback
ISBN 0891282580
$21.95

Teachers who are blind or visually impaired by Kendrick, D
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Cover of Teachers who are blind or visually impaired

Teachers who are blind or visually impaired profiles 18 visually impaired individuals who have successfully fulfilled their dreams of becoming teachers. These engaging individuals demonstrate how visually impaired teachers can be effective in their jobs and achieve classroom success and satisfaction. Designed to inspire young people who are blind or visually impaired, their families, and the professionals who work with them. 
Available from American Foundation for the Blind
Telephone 001 800 232 3044
Email afborder@abdintl.com
1998, 176 pages, paperback
ISBN 0891283064
$24.95
Also available in ASCII, braille, tape formats.

What do you see when you see a blind person?
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Cover of What do you see when you see a blind person?

What do you see when you see a blind person video brings a fresh perspective on how to interact with someone who is visually impaired. The entertaining experiences of Mark Johnson, a computer programmer who is blind and Dave Simon, a computer salesman who is not, show you simple ways to provide assistance, if it is needed, to someone who is blind or partially sighted. Useful for HR professionals and organisations employing someone with a sight loss for the first time. Winner of 2001 Apex Award for Publication Excellence!
Available from American Foundation for the Blind
Telephone 001 800 232 3044
Email afborder@abdintl.com
2000, I6 minutes, PAL video: also additional choices of open captioned or audiodescribed 
ISBN 0891283552
$49.95

Technology at work

See to IT at work by Cain, S and Loebl, R
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Cover of See to IT at work

This practical guide for employers, explains how Information Technology (IT) can meet the needs of employees and job applicants with sight problems. It covers recruitment and selection, computers in the workplace, technical support services, training and development. Find out about the access technology that blind and partially sighted people use, and the Government's Access to Work funding. Or use it to test the accessibility of your organisation's IT systems. 
ED442 (Print), 44 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858786428 
ED443 (CD)
RNIB, 2004

On special offer until 30 March. Normally £9.95 each. 
With 30 per cent discount £6.96 

See to IT at work - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Windows XP explained – an exclusive guide for blind and visually impaired computer users by Morley, S 
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Cover of Windows XP explained

This book enables blind and partially sighted computer users, to work in Microsoft Windows XP with assistive technology. From basic computer terminology to more advanced XP functions, everything is described from a non-visual perspective, giving clear keyboard commands. Specifically for users who may not look at the screen or use a mouse.
TC20962 (Large print), 200 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858785391 TC20961 (Braille), TC20961 (Tape), TC20964 (Disk)
RNIB, 2002 £10.00
Windows XP explained - buy from RNIB Online Shop.

Microsoft Excel - using and designing by Cox, J
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Cover of Microsoft Excel

Do your employees need to use Microsoft Excel? This training manual helps you use Excel from a non visual perspective. Suitable for Excel 97, 2000 or XP. Other books available in this series include Microsoft Word - An Introduction and Microsoft Word - Intermediate. 
TC21058 (Clear Print), 54 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858785715 
TC21059 (Braille), TC21060 (Tape), TC21061 (Disk) 
RNIB, 2003
£8.00
Microsoft Excel - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Employment research and facts

Beyond the stereotypes: work and blind and partially sighted people by RNIB
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Cover of Beyond the stereotypes

Blind and partially sighted people work successfully in a wide variety of careers yet they are too often seen as being capable of only a narrow range of jobs. RNIB's concern with the high rate of unemployment includes the large number of blind and partially sighted people who have additional disabilities and need long-term supported employment. This campaign report sets out what employers and government can do to improve the employment opportunities for people with sight loss. 
ED433 (Print), 28 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858786290
PR12043D (Disk)
RNIB, 2004 
£5.00 each
Beyond the stereotypes - buy from RNIB Online Shop
Or download from our Work matters campaign webpage. 

Employment and unemployment among people with sight problems in the UK by Bruce, I & Baker, M
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Cover of Employment and unemployment among people with sight problems in the UK 

This report is drawn from the largest personal interview survey of people with sight problems ever carried out in the UK. The results and analysis contain vital information about employment issues for people with sight problems and shows that there is a great deal of work to be done if people with sight problems are to have equal access to the labour market and provides a range of potential solutions. 
ED416 (Print)
2003, 28 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858785944
£9.50
Employment and unemployment - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Work matters report by RNIB
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Cover of Work matters report

RNIB recognises that the majority of blind and partially sighted people are excluded from paid employment by lack of support and suitable jobs. The message is very simple - 75 per cent of blind and partially sighted people are excluded from the labour market, a wholly unnecessary and wholly unsatisfactory situation. This report urges the Government, RNIB and other players to bring all their determination and effort to work to improve employment opportunities for blind and partially sighted people.
ED298 (Print), 156 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858785308 
ED300 (Tape) ED299 (Disk)
RNIB 2002
£5.00 each
Work matters report - buy from RNIB Online Shop


A summary of the report is also available: 
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ED307 (Print) ED308 (Braille) ED309 (Tape) ED310 (Disk)
Free of charge
Work matters summary - buy from RNIB Online Shop
Vision 2005 CD-Rom – Proceedings of the Vision 2005 conference by Hamlin, D, Rubin, G and Jones, S 
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Cover of Vision 2005 CD-Rom 

Vision 2005 CD-Rom contains the proceedings of the world’s premier event on low vision and sight loss, held in April 2005 in London. The conference covered six themes: 

clinical care and integrating rehabilitation

epidemiology and world blindness 

visual function assessment and visual performance 

education across the lifespan 

advances in technology, designing and constructing for an inclusive environment 

employment.

Issues of worldwide significance were addressed including the latest cutting edge scientific research and case studies presenting excellent practice-based work. Presentations were given by leading international figures in the field of blindness and sight loss.

Available from Elsevier www.elsevier.com 
Telephone 01865 474010 Email eurobkinfo@elsevier.com
2006, 1282 pages, CD-Rom, ISBN 0444520910 
£155.00
What next? The experience of transition by RNIB
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Cover of What next? 

What are the requirements of blind and partially sighted people when they are making the transition from education into the labour market? This book explains the issues and will be useful to  parents, teachers, job placement specialists, employers and blind and partially sighted students when planning and supporting a move from study to work. 
ED215 (Print) 
1998, 136 pages, paperback 
ISBN 1858781582
On special offer until 30 March. Normally £10.00. 
With 50 per cent discount £5.00
What next? - buy from RNIB Online Shop.

Quality and equality - good practice in vocational training for visually impaired people by RNIB
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Cover of Quality and equality

This survey draws on the experience of the major voluntary organisations involved in vocational training for blind and partially sighted people. It clearly sets out what needs to be done to enable employment for blind and partially sighted people to become more accessible. This is not just the responsibility of the Government, but of all those involved in the statutory and voluntary sectors.
ED170 (Print)
1997, 28 pages, paperback, ISBN 1858781086
On special offer until 30 March. Normally £3.50. 
With 40 per cent discount £2.10 Quality and equality - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Skills for success? by Wolffe, KE
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Cover of Skills for success 

This book details specific activities for preparing young people with sight loss for independence in daily life and success in their careers. Contributors, who are experts in their subject areas, focus on suggestions for developing abilities which can lead to career and life satisfaction for primary and secondary school students.
ED195 (Print)
American Foundation for the Blind, 1998, 480 pages, paperback
ISBN 0891289437
£32.95
Skills for success - buy from RNIB Online Shop

Accessible formats and prices

All RNIB books are in clear print and all other books are in standard print unless otherwise stated. Please note that the disk versions supplied with RNIB publications are formatted for users with sight problems and provided in Word and text only formats. The prices shown are a guide and are subject to change. 

Free eNewsletter

Keep up to date with all the latest recommended titles by subscribing to the free monthly eNnewsletter produced by RNIB Books for professionals.

RNIB Magazines for professionals

Insight magazine 

Insight magazine keeps you up to date with innovative practice, products and publications relating to the education of children and young people, including those with additional or complex needs. Packed with practical ideas, personal stories, and advice from parents and professionals to inspire you at home and in the classroom. Subscribe to Insight today for just £21 (UK) or £30 (overseas).

NB magazine

NB is for professionals working with adults who are blind or partially sighted. Published monthly it contains up to the minute news and views and covers best practice in eye health, rehabilitation, social care and policy. Subscribe today for just £28 (UK) or £40.80 (overseas). 
Useful links 

RNIB Employment Service
Access to work explained
RNIB Technology Services
Trainee grade scheme - employment scheme for people with sight loss

Training courses - including visual awareness

Disability Discrimination Act - keep up to date with the latest changes

For Employees  - what you need to know

For Employers - information on employing blind and partially sighted people

For Job seekers - help with exploring career options
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