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Effective practice guide


A Charter for Families of Young Children with Vision Impairments
About this guide
This guide sets out a Charter for families of young children with vision impairments. It contains information on the development of the Charter, its underlying principles, and the rights of parents and families.
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1. Introduction

This Charter was developed on the basis of a study of over 100 families who have a child with a vision impairment. It was carried out by Professor Mary Boulton, Oxford Brookes University; Professor Alistair Fielder, Imperial College London; Sue Clegg, Imperial College London; and Eleanor McDonald, Oxford Brookes University. The research was funded by a grant from the Community Fund to the Royal National Institute of Blind People and the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health.

2. Underlying principles of the Charter

Every child is an individual and every family is unique; this should be recognised at all times.

Services should attempt to minimise the disabling effect of any vision impairment and society as a whole should also attempt to minimise the disabling effect of social and environmental barriers.

Children with a vision impairment should be valued for the contribution they make to their family, community and society as a whole.

Families and parents should be respected as active, knowledgeable participants in the care, support and education of their vision impaired children; as children get older, their views should also be sought.

Families, parents and children should be treated equally regardless of their personal backgrounds or current circumstances.

The enduring needs of children with vision impairments, their parents and families should be considered from a life long perspective.

3. The rights of parents and families 

As a parent or member of a family of a young child with vision impairment, you have a right to expect: 

· that your expertise in your own child will be recognised from the start and that you will be involved as active partners in all decisions that affect you.

· that you will have timely access to diagnostic and assessment processes so that any vision or other impairments present can be identified at an early stage.

· that you will be referred swiftly to the health, education and social services appropriate for your child’s vision impairment.

· that your child’s condition, vision impairment, visual needs and progress will be explained clearly, with empathy and in ways which will promote your understanding.

· that information on all aspects of available care, support and services for vision impairment, including what they do and how to access them, will be provided as soon as possible and updated regularly.

· that your child will receive the care, support and services that he or she needs as a child and as a child with a vision impairment.
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that the related needs of parents, other members of the family and the family as a whole will also be recognised and addressed in the care, support and services provided.

· that care, support and services for your child’s vision impairment will be provided within a framework which promotes communication and co-operation between professionals and continuity over time.

· that you will be directed to a range of sources of information and support for vision impairment, including specialist voluntary organisations, parent support groups and other families.

· that you and your child will have access to the same range of         opportunities and life experiences as other children and families.

For further information about services for families of children with a vision impairment, visit www.actionforblindpeople.org.uk

4. Further guides 

You may also be interested in the following series of guides, all of which are relevant to children, young people and families:

· Supporting Early Years Education series

· Removing barriers to learning series

· Teaching National Curriculum Subjects series

· Complex needs series

· Further and Higher education series

We also produce a number of stand-alone factsheets, on a range of topics, which may be of interest, please contact us to find out what we have available
All these guides can be found in electronic form at www.rnib.org.uk/guidanceonteaching   For print, braille, large print or audio, please contact the RNIB Children, Young people and Families (CYPF)Team at cypf@rnib.org.uk or call on 0121 665 4235.

For further information about RNIB

Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB), and its associate charity Action for Blind People, provide a range of services to support children with visual impairment, their families and the professionals who work with them.

RNIB Helpline can refer you to specialists for further advice and guidance relating to your situation.  RNIB Helpline can also help you by providing information and advice on a range of topics, such as eye health, the latest products, leisure opportunities, benefits advice and emotional support.

Call the Helpline team on 0303 123 9999 or email helpline@rnib.org.uk
If you would like regular information to help your work with children who have sight problems, why not subscribe to "Insight", RNIB's magazine for all who live or work with children and young people with sight problems.

Information Disclaimer

Effective Practice Guides provide general information and ideas for consideration when working with children who have a visual impairment (and complex needs).  All information provided is from the personal perspective of the author of each guide and as such, RNIB will not accept liability for any loss or damage or inconvenience arising as a consequence of the use of or the inability to use any information within this guide. Readers who use this guide and rely on any information do so at their own risk. All activities should be done with the full knowledge of the medical condition of the child and with guidance from the QTVI and other professionals involved with the child. RNIB does not represent or warrant that the information accessible via the website, including Effective Practice Guidance are accurate, complete or up to date.
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