Developing mutual understanding using touch, sound, gesture and "on body" signs
This one-day course focuses on interactive communication for those working with young people with visual impairment and complex needs.

Description 

This one-day course focuses on interactive communication for those working with young people with visual impairment and complex needs. We look at early communication and how best to develop this in a spirit of mutual discovery, along with how to adapt our own behaviour to suit the child with visual impairment. It includes an introduction to the Canaan Barrie ‘on body’ signs, with a hands-on workshop to experience the signs and learn about the philosophy that underpins their use. 

There will also be the opportunity for delegates to purchase Mary Lee's book, "Learning Together" (Second Edition, 2008), for a discounted price of £13.
Learning objectives

Attending this course will enable you to:

· Partake in discussion around early communication and the issues for young people with visual impairment and additional support needs

· Consider how we need to adapt our own behaviour and assumptions, in order to build good relationships with pupils with visual impairment and additional support needs

· Gain an insight into why ‘on body’ signs were developed and acquire first hand experience of a number of the Canaan Barrie ‘on body’ signs.
Presenter

Mary Lee, Principal Teacher – Canaan Lane Campus, Royal Blind School, Edinburgh. 

Mary is co-author of "Learning Together", a book outlining innovative methods in communication and play; and author of "This Little Finger", an early literacy resource pack for parents of pre-schoolers with visual impairment. She is also active in outreach work across the UK, Europe and Africa and is a committee member for ICEVI Europe.
Who should attend
All those working with children and young people with sight loss including teachers of visually and multi-sensory impaired learners, special school teachers, teaching assistants, intervenors, support staff, speech therapists, parents/carers.
Comments from previous courses
· "A very interesting introduction to communication with children with MDVI. Will be trying these ideas in my work."

· "Excellent presentation."

· "Gave me more insight into communication with children who have VI, and importance of enhancing non-visual communication."
Dates, locations and times
Date: Monday 9 November 2009

Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm

Venue: Liverpool RNIB\ Action, The Gateway Centre, 71 London Road, Liverpool L3 8HY.

Date: Monday 15 March 2010
Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm

Venue: RNIB\ Action, 58-72 John Bright Street, Birmingham B1 1BN
Cost

· £130 professionals 

· £60 parents/carers
15 per cent discount for two or more bookings with same invoice address.
Booking details

Book now! Please book at least two weeks before the course date. To book a place, download our booking form and send to the address below. Alternatively, you can contact us for further information or to request details to be sent by post.
See our course administration and booking form
Contact us

RNIB Children's Services
58-72 John Bright Street
Birmingham
B1 1BN
Telephone: 0121 665 4235
Fax: 0121 665 4201
Email: children@rnib.org.uk 
