Learners with multi-sensory impairment: the forgotten senses of balance/pressure

A one-day course focusing on the importance of the balance and the pressure senses for children and young people who have visual impairment and complex needs and those with dual sensory impairment.

Course description

This one-day course focuses on the importance of the vestibular (balance) and the proprioceptive (pressure) senses. Difficulties with these senses are common amongst learners who have visual impairment and complex needs and those with dual sensory impairment. 
The positive effect of adaptations to positioning, pacing and materials to take account of these senses will be considered through case studies. Participants will take part in a variety of practical activities involving the vestibular and the proprioceptive senses.
Learning objectives

Attending this course will enable you to:

· Understand how the vestibular and proprioceptive senses work and the purposes that they serve.

· Gain an insight into how the senses interact to facilitate effective functioning in learners who have dual sensory impairment or who have complex needs.

· Use simple adaptations to positioning, physical support, pacing and play that can facilitate improved functioning.
Course presenter

David Brown, Education Specialist, California Deaf-Blind Services, San Francisco State University, USA. 
David works as an advisory teacher for the California Deaf-Blind Services. He has special interests in early intervention, approaches to assessment and in the interface between education and therapy. Before moving to California in 2000, David worked in the UK for Sense, the national voluntary organisation for people who are deafblind.
Who should attend
All those working with children and young people who are blind or partially sighted, including: teachers, special school teachers, teaching assistants, intervenors, occupational therapists, 
physiotherapists, parents, carers.
Dates, locations and times
Date: Wednesday 25 November 2009

Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm 

Venue: Cardiff - RNIB, Trident Court, East Moors Road, Cardiff CF24 5TD
Date: Friday 27 November 2009

Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm 

Venue: London - RNIB, 105 Judd Street, London WC1H 9NE

Date: Monday 30 November 2009

Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm 

Venue: Macclesfield - De Vere Mottram Hall Hotel Macclesfield
Date: Wednesday 2 December 2009

Time: 9.30am - 4.00pm 
Venue: Peterborough
Deafblind UK Conferencing Centre, The Bradbury Suite, National Centre for Deafblindness, John and Lucille van Geest Place, Cygnet Road, Hampton, Peterborough, PE7 8FD.
Cost
· £130 professionals 

· £60 parents/carers

15 per cent discount for two or more bookings with same invoice address.
Booking details

Book your place now! Please book at least two weeks before the course date. To book a place, download our booking form and send to the address below. 

Alternatively, you can contact us for further information or to request details to be sent by post.
See our course administration and booking form
Contact us

Administrative Assistant
RNIB Children’s Services
58-72 John Bright Street
Birmingham
B1 1BN

Telephone: 0121 665 4235
Fax: 0121 665 4201
Email children@rnib.org.uk 

