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This document is for blind and partially sighted candidates taking music exams, or those supporting them. It gives information about  the major exam boards including the primary contact for candidates with  specific needs and a brief general overview of the arrangements that are in place. For details of ABRSM resources available from RNIB, and advice on taking ABRSM grade five theory, please visit the music pages on the RNIB website.

The information in this document has been provided by the exam boards and is correct as at September 2016.
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General arrangements

Arrangements are in place for candidates who are blind or partially sighted with all the major music examination boards in the UK. Applications by, or on behalf of, blind and partially sighted candidates are welcomed by all the exam boards listed below and the best advice is to contact them in advance of making an entry to discuss your requirements. 
Arrangements typically include:
· extra time for written papers

· use of an amanuensis for written papers

· extra time for some elements of practical exams, including familiarisation with the venue
· modified or substituted tests, for example, braille or aural memory tests as an alternative to sight-reading.

If you read braille, you can request exam papers and the unprepared tests in braille music. As of 2016, literary materials will be in Unified English Braille (UEB) unless you specifically request Standard English Braille (SEB).

If you are partially sighted you can request unprepared tests to be produced in your preferred format of Modified Stave Notation.
Instrumental and vocal examinations

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM)
ABRSM is the UK’s largest music education body, one of its largest music publishers and the world’s leading provider of music exams, offering assessments to more than 630,000 candidates in 93 countries every year. 

ABRSM provides materials in alternative formats, alternative tests in place of the sight-reading, and additional time allowances for blind and partially sighted candidates taking graded, Diploma or Theory examinations. 
Information for blind and partially sighted candidates taking ABRSM exams can be found on the ABRSM website. You can also visit the Music Education page on the RNIB website for further details of ABRSM resources available in braille.
Contact details for ABRSM

Elliott Folvig, ABRSM Access Coordinator:

· email accesscoordinator@abrsm.ac.uk
· Telephone 020 7467 7342.

London College of Music Examinations

London College of Music Examinations (LCM) 
is an international examinations board offering graded and diploma qualifications in Music, Drama and Communication. Examinations are held at over 250 centres worldwide and are unique in the graded examinations world in being awarded by a university. 

Information for blind and partially sighted candidates is contained in the London College of Music policy documents which include a policy on equality.

Contact details for LCM

General enquiries:
London College of Music Examinations, University of West London, St. Mary's Road, Ealing, London, W5 5RF.

· Email: Janet.Lill@uwl.ac.uk
For specific examination requirements and special consideration for Blind and Partially Sighted candidates:

Philip Aldred, Chief Examiner in Music
· Email Philip.Aldred@uwl.ac.uk

Rockschool

Rockschool offers grade exams in guitar, drums, bass, vocals and popular piano, from Grades Debut to 8. In addition, Rockschool offers awards, certificates and diplomas for music practitioners and music educators. These have been developed in collaboration with Access to Music, the UK's largest provider of popular music tuition in the UK. 
Blind and partially sighted candidates can download Rockschool’s Reasonable Adjustments policy which includes details of arrangements for blind and partially sighted learners.

Contact details for Rockschool

Mary Keene, Head of Operations 

Rockschool Ltd, Harlequin House, 7 High Street, Teddington, TW11 8EE.

· Telephone 0845 460 4747 

Registry of Guitar Tutors

The Registry of Guitar Tutors at London College of Music (RGT@LCM) is part of London College of Music Examinations and offers examinations in electric, rock, bass and acoustic guitar, ukulele and popular music theory. These are accredited by the University of West London, and regulated by Ofqual. 
Arrangements for blind and partially sighted candidates will be made depending upon the needs of the candidate and/or alternative tests of equivalent standard may be supplied and substituted by the exam board.

Contact details for RGT@LCM
· Telephone 01424 222222.
· Email office@RGT.org 

General music exams
Special arrangements are set by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). Further information and forms are on their website. 
The individual examination boards are:

Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA)
Edexcel
OCR
WJEC. 
Further assistance

If you have any further questions, please contact the RNIB Music Advisory Service.
Email: mas@rnib.org.uk 

Telephone: 020 7391 2273.
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