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Newsagent:
Downloading text versions on a computer

Introduction:

These instructions are for beginners who wish to learn how to download an html text version of a newspaper or magazine from RNIB’s Newsagent service and read it on a Windows or Mac computer using a web browser.

How can I join Newsagent?

In order to access RNIB Newsagent, you need to obtain a Username and Password. To sign up for the service please call our Helpline on 0303 123 9999 or email helpline@rnib.org.uk.  

​​​​​

If you have problems signing in, or if you forget your username and password please contact our Helpline for assistance.
You can use any web browser to sign into Newsagent. Examples of web browsers are Internet Explorer, Edge, Chrome, Firefox for Windows and Safari, Chrome and Firefox for Mac.  You can use all of these to access our newspapers and magazines.  

Go to the Newsagent website by typing tnauk.org.uk into the address bar.
Note: Save this as a favourite so you can return to it easily next time. Control and D will add it to Favourites in most Windows browsers. Command and D will add it as a bookmark to a Mac web browser such as Safari.  Go to your favourites or bookmarks menu to find it again.    

Go to the Members Sign In link – this is on the top right. If you are using speech you will hear Home, Contact Us, Volunteer, Links, and then Members Sign In. 
Click on this link or press enter. This page has just two links – Newspapers or Audio Download Service.
Tab to the Newspapers link, press enter and then type in your Username. Tab to the Password field, type in your Password. Tab to the Log In button, click on it or simply press enter.
Once you have logged in, the heading title of this page will say Newspapers and Magazines and the first link is Home.
This is followed by a choice of four links:  

Magazines by category

Magazines – Alphabetical

National Newspapers

Regional Newspapers

Use the tab key or down arrow key to go through this list of links and press enter to open one. 
Each of these links leads to a list of titles of magazines or newspapers. Each individual title is listed with a choice of four formats. These are all text based and they are listed in the following order: epub2, html, mobi or plain text.  

For most people new to Newsagent html format is the most simple option, with easy accessibility options. 
Note: ePub2 and Mobi are special publisher formats. They both require specific viewing software or apps. Plain text is a very simple option that when chosen, opens in your default word processor. You can easily try out plain text to see if it suits you.  

HTML is the text format used on most web pages on the internet.  If you download a html file and then open it, it will launch in your web browser.  You can then read the file in the same way as you read any web-based text using accessibility features if needed.  

Go into the list of Newspapers and Magazines. For example, if you choose Magazines by Category and then choose Music and Entertainment, the first title in the list is currently BBC Music with the date of the issue. If you choose this title you may find you get to another BBC Music link so open that too, and you will then have a list of four links all with the same title, month and year but each with a different format: ePub, html, mobi and text.
Choose the link with the html format and open that one by clicking or pressing enter. You will now have opened your chosen magazine in your web browser.
If you wish to go back you can use the link Back to Menu or Back to Titles as well as using the back button or in a Windows browser, Alt and Left arrow. Back to Menu takes you to the main Newspapers and Magazines page.  

If you wish to open a newspaper choose National Newspapers or Regional Newspapers. Newspapers such as The Times and The Guardian are listed alphabetically under T for The, so The Daily Telegraph appears before The Guardian.  It’s the same in the Regional List for The Argus and The Bath Chronicle.  

Each newspaper or magazine has a contents list at the beginning which is made up of headings that are also links. By clicking or pressing enter on one of the headings you can open the article. Go back to the contents list by clicking on the back button on your browser or use the keyboard shortcut to go back. This is usually Alt + left arrow.    

How can you make the text easier to see?

A useful way to make the text larger is to use the built-in zoom of your web browser.  

In Windows, all four of the main web browsers (Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer and Edge) allow you to use Control and Plus to make the text bigger, and you can use Control and Minus to make it smaller.  

You can also choose a dark colour scheme in Edge which increases the contrast. This is listed in the Edge “Settings and More” menu.  You can use Alt + E to open it. The button is on the top right with three small dots, just below the X for closing the window.  

On a Mac computer when using Safari and other web browsers such as Chrome or Firefox you can use Command and Plus to make the text bigger, Command and Minus to make it smaller.  

These methods just zoom the text window. If you need to enlarge the pointer, address bar and menus as well as the text you can use a system magnifier. On a Windows computer turn on Magnifier by using Windows key and Plus. Use the same keystroke, Windows key and Plus to make it larger. Use Windows key and Minus to make it smaller. Windows key and Escape turns Magnifier off.  

On a Mac computer, as long as keyboard shortcuts are enabled for Zoom in Accessibility settings, you can turn Zoom magnifier on and off with Alt and Command and 8. You can increase the size of text and menus with Alt and Command and Plus and you decrease the size with Alt and Command and Minus. 

Text to speech

In Microsoft Edge for Windows there is an option to read aloud the text on a web page while the current line and word is also highlighted.    

There are two ways to do this:

Simply use the keyboard shortcut Control and Shift and G. 

or 

Go to the Edge Settings and More menu Alt +E, (this has the three little dots) and look for “Read aloud”. You can click on this option but you will need to use Control and Shift then G to pause or stop the speech. 

It will read continuously from the top of the page. You use the same shortcut - Control, Shift and G - to pause the speech and the same shortcut again to carry on reading.
On a Mac, you can highlight all text with the mouse or use Command and A, then use Alt and Escape to read the text aloud.  Pause the reading with the same keyboard shortcut Alt and Escape.
Using a full screen reader
When using html files with a Windows screen reader you can just use tab to move to links, Enter to open a link and the Up and Down arrow keys to read line by line.  
You can also use the letter H as a keyboard shortcut to jump from heading to heading. The main four screen readers - Narrator, NVDA, JAWS and Supernova all use H for Heading. It’s usually on by default, but to use this single letter shortcut in Narrator you first must turn on Scan mode using Insert and Space. It will announce “Scan mode” and you can then press H to jump to the heading. 

You can also use a single letter to jump to a link – in Narrator it is K while with NVDA, JAWS and Supernova you can use U and V.  U is used to go to a new link, and V to go back to a previously visited link, and you just press enter to choose it.  

If you have further questions about Newsagent, accessibility features or other technology issues please visit our website at rnib.org.uk or call us or email us at the Helpline on 0303 123 9999
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