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Dear Ms Shevlin

SCoSS call for written views on the Scottish Government’s revised draft Disability Assistance for Children and Young People (DACYP) regulations 2020 
Thank you for inviting us to reply to the SCoSS call for views on the draft regulations, especially relating to the provisions applicable to the mobility component (regulations 6 to 8). You are interested in our views on the regulations concerning severe visual impairment as you understand that the new definition is wider than that provided under DLA. 
Regulation 7 sets out the entitlement criteria for the higher rate mobility

Component. In terms of sight loss criteria, individuals must either have a severe visual disability or be blind and deaf to qualify for the higher rate mobility component.

Paragraph (8) defines a range of terms including ‘visual impairment’ within the meaning of the Visual Impairment Network for Children and Young People (VINCYP) definition. This meets one or more of the following conditions:
· best corrected visual assessment, both eyes open 0.500 or worse;

· visual field loss, both eyes open, which significantly affects function;

· any eye movement disorder which significantly affects function;

· any form of cognitive visual dysfunction due to disorders of the brain which can be demonstrated to significantly affect function; or

· N18 print or larger required for comfortable reading.

The definition used in the regulations reflects changes to how sight loss is registered in Scotland. As of 1 April 2018, the Scottish Government introduced the new Certificate of Vision Impairment (CVI) Scotland form, replacing the BP1 form. 

However, the CVI form does not include children and young people under the age of 16 years. Instead, arrangements for supporting them follow the VINCYP Pathway (a clear pathway to access specialist assessments and support). 

VINCYP aims to improve the care and outcomes for children and young people with visual impairment by better co-ordinating services across health, education, social work and voluntary organisations.
Once a child or young person is diagnosed as having a sight impairment then - with their parent’s/carer’s consent - the ophthalmologist or paediatrician will notify the VINCYP contact within their Health Board. 

This person will then refer them on to the appropriate visual impairment professionals in health, education, habilitation, social work and voluntary organisations for the services and support required. 

The ophthalmologist or paediatrician will also issue a letter confirming the diagnosis. This can be used when requesting possible entitlement to further support (such as disability benefits and travel assistance) and RNIB Scotland thinks it appropriate that the regulations on the Child Disability Payment cite the VINCYP definition.
Regulation 7, paragraph (4) defines a ‘severe visual impairment’:

“(4) An individual is to be taken to have a severe visual impairment, for the purposes of paragraph

(2)(e), if the individual—

(a) has a severe visual impairment fulfilling the definition from the Visual Impairment Network for Children and Young People, and

(b) the individual is unable to mobilise safely without help or supervision of another person due to severe sight impairment, taking into account their age.”

We would like to clarify whether both criteria must be met as we think that a severe visual impairment should satisfy the criteria. 
A child or young person with severe sight loss may be able to mobilise safely using a long cane or a guide dog but this would not diminish their need for benefits assistance due to their visual impairment. 
We hope these comments are helpful and please do not hesitate to contact us for any further information.
Best regards

Dr Catriona Burness, Parliamentary & Policy Manager, RNIB Scotland

Ms Rosaleen Dempsey, Assistant Lead, Children, Young People, Families & Education, Devolved Nations, RNIB
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