Overview of lesson plans 

Ages 7-11 years: Key stage 2 or equivalent 

Introduction

This learning pack has been put together by RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People) the UK’s largest sight loss charity. The pack was originally put together to support the 200th anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille in 2009. However, the activities and ideas covered are still relevant.

The activities and educational outcomes within this lesson plan are designed to provide an interactive learning experience for children aged 7-11 years studying at National Curriculum Key stage 2 or equivalent. They are also intended to raise awareness of disabled groups, specifically blind and partially sighted people, in line with the National Curriculum statutory inclusion statement.

This document gives an overview of the three lessons covered and summarises the downloadable resources available to teachers. 

Summary of lessons in this pack

Lesson 1: The history of Louis Braille

Lesson 2: What is braille? 

Lesson 3: What is it like to be blind?
Lesson 1: The history of Louis Braille

Activity objectives

· To develop chronological understanding by placing events and objects in the correct order of time.

· Develop knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past. This includes, recognising why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.

· Understand the life of a significant person drawn from the history of the wider world.

Resources

· History of Louis Braille story.

· History of Louis Braille activity sheet.

· History of Louis Braille answer sheet.

Lesson 2: What is braille? 

Activity objectives

· To provide an introduction to the basic principles of braille. 

· To develop an understanding of what it is like to communicate with different people by translating words and images into braille.

· To support basic literacy and spelling.

Resources

· This is braille alphabet card. 

· What is braille? Teaching guide.

· What is braille? Pupil handout. 

· Braille these objects activity sheet.

· Braille these objects answer sheet.

· Braille these words activity sheet.

· Missing words activity sheet.

· Missing words answer sheet.

Note: These exercises use printed braille i.e. visual braille not tactile braille. Included in your pack is one 'This is braille alphabet card' to pass around to demonstrate tactile braille.

Lesson 3: What is it like to be blind? 

Activity objectives

· To encourage children to think about the challenges of sight loss and how these can be overcome and to give them an understanding of life for those around them.

· To work as a group to discuss different views and ideas and present these ideas verbally.

· To encourage imaginative and creative thinking and to communicate ideas into structured written and graphic forms.

· To use the internet as a research tool.

Resources

· What is it like to be blind? Teacher's guide including activities.

· What is it like to be blind? Teacher's FAQs.
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